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Please remember to include 
our WAUC number, when 
s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  
S m a r t C o m p u t i n g ,  
the number is: 

11303. 

President’s Message 

IIII    f you’re like me, 
you enjoy trivia.  I 

enjoy playing trivia 
type board games 
and watching Jeop-
ardy.  Why do I re-
member useless 

knowledge? I have no idea.  Here is 
a trivia question. Who is Tim Bern-
ers-Lee? (Answer is at the end).  
 
Now that the Packers are out of con-
tention, why watch the Super Bowl? 
Even if you aren’t a football fan, it’s 
to see the commercials. A lot of wild 
a n d  s o m e t i m e s  i n n o v a t i v e  

com m erc ia l s  w i l l  be  s een. 
(Remember the introduction of MAC 
in 1984? The commercial was only 
shown once.) It’s worth the watch.  
 
Speaking of commercials, beginning 
before Christmas and still going are 
the Mac vs. PC commercials. Mac 
continuously embarrasses PC by 
making the VISTA OS a laughing 
stock while stating the greatness of 
Leopard (Mac’s OS).  Well VISTA is 
still due to get more sucker punches, 
but don’t despair if you can hold out 
a little longer, Microsoft is coming out 
with its next operating system called 
Vienna in the second half of 2009.  

Will PC finally be able to counter 
punch Mac? Stay tuned.   

Enjoy the rest of winter and have a 
Happ y Ground  Hog ’s  Da y,  
Valentine’s Day, President’s Day and 
Leap Day.  (The answer to the trivia 
question is in 1989 Tim Berners-Lee 
invented the World Wide Web,  
honest!) 
 

Bruce Kosbab, President 

Board Meeting 

TTTT    he last board 
meeting of the 

y e a r  
took place on  
December 27, 2007, 
at the home of 
Marcia Zientek.  

Those present included Doris 
Regner, Marcia Zientek, Terry  
Harvey, Tom Hermann, Marie Bellin, 
and Leo Hoffer.  Bruce was excused 
and Tom Livermore was working. 

We discussed the Annual WAUC 
Holiday Party and came to the  
conclusion that it was a success.  
Everyone there seemed to enjoy the 
food, games, singing, awards, and 
prizes.  The best of all though, as 
usual, was the opportunity to 
schmooze and perhaps get to know 
someone new. 
 
Bev Cupertino and Lucy Smith did a 
fabulous job of keeping order and 
presenting all the food beautifully.  It 
was wonderful to see the amount of 
helpers they had both before eating 
and then for clean up.  WAUC  
members are definitely what make 
WAUC the fabulous club it is.   
 
Topics and ideas for upcoming  
presentations were discussed.  Leo 

will have our presentations for up 
coming general meetings done 
shortly. 
Doris will be shopping for after 
Christmas bargains for prizes and 
decorations for next year’s party. 
 
I brought with me a few bags of soft-
ware for door prizes that I found on 
sale at Half Price Bookstore.   
 
Marcia treated us all with Asti  
Spumante, and we toasted the past 
and up coming years. 
 
We’re on track for another great 
year.  Don’t miss it!  
 

Terry Harvey 

Export and Print Your Export and Print Your Export and Print Your Export and Print Your     
Address Book Address Book Address Book Address Book ---- Video Tip Video Tip Video Tip Video Tip    

 

DDDD    id you know you can export your 
e-mail address book so that it 

can be used by database programs, 
label making software and more? Well, 
if you didn't know before, now you do! 
Just type the link below to watch this 
video tip and learn all about it:  
h t t p : / / imgs r v . wo r l ds t a r t . c om/
videotips/index.htm 

Congratulations to  
Tom Livermore on his 
retirement from the  

railroad! 
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General Meeting 

PPPP    resident Bruce  
Kosbab, wel-

comed fifty-nine 
members and two 
guests to our Janu-
ary 3, 2008, general  
meeting. 

 
Treasurer Tom Hermann gave the 
treasurer’s report. 
 
Bruce welcomed any comments or 
suggestions to the Holiday party; 
please let a Board member know 
what we can do to make it better. 
 
WAUC Calendar: Calendars are 
available to download and print on 
your computers.  They are color 
coded showing the dates and loca-
tions of meetings and SIGs (Special 
Interest Groups).  Bruce thanked 
those who worked on the calendar, 
namely: Tom Livermore, Doris 
Regner, Leo Hoffer, and Marie Bellin. 
 
Taxes:  With tax time approaching, 
tax programs are useful in preparing 
taxes on your computers.  Leo Hoffer 
suggested going to taxact.com to 
download free federal forms and 
state forms at an additional charge.  
Bruce prefers TurboTax.  If you don’t 
have a very complicated return, tax 
software is very easy to use, just fill 
in the answers to questions and all 
the computations are calculated. 
 
Sam’s Club:  Memberships are again 
available for Sam’s Club renewal.  If 
anyone cares to drop out of the  
program, let Bruce know so that 
someone else can join.  Renewals 
are due in March at $35. 
 
Wish list:  Bruce’s Christmas wish 
was granted when he received an 
Ion USB turntable that plugs into a 
computer to transfer LP records to 
CDs.  He hasn’t tried it yet, but when 
he gets the process mastered, he 
should be able to give a demonstra-
tion. 
 
Questions/Problems:  Richard Raatz 
had problems opening an Excel file 
that he downloaded; the problem 

was that he did not have the program 
on his computer to open the file.  He 
shouldn’t have any problem opening 
the calendar because it is a .pdf file, 
which any computer should be able 
to open.  Dave Landskron said that 
there are free universal readers that 
can open various files.  Open Office 
was on a recent CD of the month 
that can also open Word and Excel 
files.   
 
Julia Rice wanted to know if Yahoo 
changed their e-mail with incorrect 
transfers that she has been experi-
encing.  Bruce said that they 
changed their page, but the e-mail 
should be the same. 
 
Ginny Splinter said that you will auto-
matically be directed to Microsoft’s 
web page to download a converter if 
anyone sends you a 2007 file of 
Word, Excel or PowerPoint. 
 
Leo has a new laptop that has an 
ethernet card; he’d like to know what 
it does.  Dave Glish says that it en-
ables computers to network with 
each other. 
 
Ron Toro wanted to know the mem-
ber code for Smart Computing: 
11303 is the code.  It appears almost 
every month in WAUCtalk. 
 
Buy/Sell:  Peter Lee has some USB 
hubs, a card reader, 3 ½” disks, 
phone jacks and splitters, and an 
external CD burner.  Jim Seeburn 
has 2 monitors, a 17” Compaq and a 

19” Gateway.  Call or e-mail him to 
negotiate a price. 
 
CD of the Month:  Tom gave a list of 
programs that are on the January CD 
of the month.  Many of the programs 
are upgrades of previous versions, 
plus other useful addit ions.  
(Secretary’s note:  you don’t have to 
buy an expensive Adobe program to 
create .pdf files.  I was able to print a 
file to Primo PDF reader that is on 
the CD and everyone will be able to 
open the file). 
 
Raffle: Mary Jean Malaha gave us 
the items as a one year subscription 
to Smart Computing; Microsoft 2000 
Companion, a set of books with a 
CD; and a library of  5 Smart Com-
puting publications.  Linda Hienrich 
suggested that Leo invite a represen-
tative from Smart Computing to 
come again to make a presentation.  
Netflix Movies: Bruce told us that it 
will be possible to download movies 
directly from Netflix to watch on your 
TV.  (The Journal Sentinel had an 
article in the Business section that a 
special box would be required to 
watch movies on your TV.) 
 
Other Announcements:  Richard Du-
rand told us about a ham fest that 
will be held on January 5.   
 
Leo invited members to attend the 
PDA SIG on January 22nd, at this 
secretary’s house. 
  
Presentation 
Bruce introduced our January 
speaker as “Mr. January”, since Len 
Levine has been making presenta-
tions every January since 2000.  
Len’s topic was “A Personal Com-
puter-Based Art Collection”. 
 
Len began with his first item, a box 
from Kellogg’s Corn Flakes.  The 
uniqueness of this was that it looked 
exactly like the box of corn flakes in 
our local supermarkets, but the box 
that he and wife Marilyn bought in 
India had the benefits of Kellogg’s 
corn flakes printed on the back in 
seven different languages, which Len 

(Continued on page 4) 



Page 4 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BoardWAUC/ http://www.wauc.info 

Apple II/II GS SIG 

AAAA    fter a long lay-
off due to can-

c e l l a t i o n s  
in several consecu-
tive months, the 
WAUC Apple II SIG 
resumed on Tues-

day, January 8th.  It was attended by 
the WAUC Apple II faithful:  Richard 
Durand, Julian Golubski, Pat Nye, 
Dick Reinhard, and Sister Samuel.  
We spent a little time talking and 
catching up and then Sister Samuel 
set up “George,” the venerable Apple 
II GS machine we always use.   
 
Dick Reinhard  wanted to show us a 
program he had, “The Terrapin Logo 
Language for the Apple II”.  This  
program is so old, dating back to 
1981, that none of us had heard of it 
before.  “Terrapin” is a procedural 
language for educational projects.  It 
has sections for music, graphics, and  
computation and the procedures 
generated in each section can be 
combined into procedure “systems” 

or what we usually call programs.  
The procedures can also be saved 
and used again in other “systems”.  
This was all very impressive, espe-
cially for non-professional users in 
1981, but we were only able to learn  
this from the documentation binder.   
Dick putzed a good long time but 
couldn’t get the program to run on  
George.  According to Dick, an Apple 
II GS is too fast for something meant 
to run on only an earlier Apple II+. 
 
Failure of serious educational soft-
ware is always a good enough pre-
text to start doing what we really like, 
computer games.  Dick showed us 
some games on a disk he has called 
“Apple Games Gallery”, which also 
comes with a large soft cover instruc-
tion book.  For each game, he had  
to shut down the machine and start it 
again.  There was no disk catalog to 
select from.  The first game was 
called “Nibbler” and featured a pellet 
eater in a maze, a little like Pac man.  
The keys to control the movement of 
the Nibbler didn’t work until Sister 

Samuel figured out that the cap lock 
key has to be turned off.   
 
The next game was “Formula Nib-
bler,” a racing game.  Dick got the 
demo to run  and it looks pretty good, 
but he was not able to find a way to 
control the  racing car.   
 
Next, Dick looked for a  game listed 
in the book called “Word Finder”, but 
he couldn’t find it on the  disk.  The 
final game Dick showed us was 
called “Digger”.  This is sort of like  
Nibbler, eating pellets in a maze, but 
one’s nibbler can be consumed by a 
hostile nibbler.   
 
That was it for this time.  It was good 
to get together again.  Before we left, 
Sister Samuel announced that, due 
to another scheduling conflict, next 
month’s SIG will have to be held on 
February 5th instead of the normal 
date of February 12th.  Apple II For-
ever! 

Richard Durand 

compared to the Rosetta Stone.  Be-
cause art is something that helps us 
relate to what has happened in our 
lives, Len and Marilyn chose to 
mount this box of Kellogg’s Corn 
Flakes as a reminder of their trip to 
India. 
 
Other pieces in Len’s collection 
came from his office at UWM when 
he retired that Marilyn assigned to a 
“short wall” in their home. 
 
His first piece was “Gladly the Cross-
eyed Dragon” which was done on a 
printer before computers had graphic 
capabilities.  It was done completely 
in text on tractor fed paper.  The 
printer was able to cram letters and 
lines together to create images. 
 
The next piece, “Adjacent Primes by 
90º” by his student, Mitch Blank was 
done with a graphical instrument with 
India ink on vellum.  The drawing 
illustrated the distance between 
primes according to the number of 
units between them and rotating the 
drawing tool 90º with each move.  

Len explained how to arrive at prime 
numbers in talking about this art 
piece.  If an integer is not a prime it 
is a composite.  The difficulty in fac-
toring very large composites is used 
as the basis of modern cryptography 
and is no longer just interesting, but 
extremely important. 
The next piece was a needlework 
project done in petit point called 
“Love Without End’ by Miriam Palay, 
showing computer Basic on green 
bar paper, but really on cloth, with 
every knot in the needlework repre-
senting a pixel.  By running the pro-
gram as written, it would always go 
back to the word ‘love’, hence the 
title, “Love Without End”. 
 
For his last piece, Len showed us a 
quilt called “J K FlipFlop” by Cathy 
Briggs, a famous Wisconsin quilter, 
who was his student and had a mas-
ter’s in electrical engineering.  To 
explain the significance of this piece, 
Len said that a flip-flop is a piece of 
electrical circuitry that retains the 
state that you put into it.  A flip-flop is 
the thing that makes computers 
work: store information and retrieve it 

later.  Len showed us pictures of flip 
chips from years ago and the exorbi-
tant cost of just one byte of memory.  
To build modern-day computers with 
the memory of years ago would cost 
millions of dollars for each computer.  
Len compared the cost of computers 
today with the first computer that the 
University bought for Len which cost 
$18,000. 
 
All of these pieces were gifts from his 
students, which is indicative of how 
much Len was regarded by them.  
And we have great regard for him 
also, as he makes it worthwhile to 
come out on a cold January evening 
to be enlightened and amused by his 
knowledge and humor. 
  

Marcia Zientek, Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Quick Launch Toolbar 
 

TTTT    he space where the icons sit on 
the bottom left side of your desk-

top (right next to the Start button) is 
called the Quick Launch Toolbar. You 
can put an icon there for any program 
you use on a regular basis so that 
you can open it much faster. Other-
wise, you have to go to your Start 
menu and search through all of your 
programs or find where it's located on 
your desktop. And sometimes that 
just takes way too long. The Quick 
Launch Toolbar makes your daily 
computing so much easier!  
 
To put a new icon on your toolbar, 
find the program in your Start menu 
or on your desktop and just simply 
drag and drop it into the quick launch 
area. Once you do that, a new icon 
will automatically be created for 
quicker access. To get rid of an icon, 
just right click on it and select Delete 
and then Yes. Sounds easy enough, 
right? Give it a try today!  
~ Erin 

Swing-Era Radio Shows 
Available on the Internet 
 
http://swing-sked.wikispaces.com/ 
 

FFFF    ree Big Band Music - Free 
Swing-Era Music - Program 

Schedules - One Click to Listen 
 
The sites listed here play music _in 
the style of_ the 1930s through the 
early-1950s as typified by Glenn 
Miller, Artie Shaw, Bing Crosby, 
Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington, 
Billie Holiday, Lionel Hampton, Count 
Basie, Ella Fitzgerald, etc. This one-
page site was created because the 
music of this "swing era" is now a 
rarity, and the categories "Swing" or 
"Big Band" are not even listed on 
most music-locater web sites. Hope-
fully, the table below, which lists con-
tinuous streaming audio sites, sched-
ules of swing music broadcasts by 
radio stations streaming their audio 
to the Internet and sources of ar-
chived BB broadcasts available for 
download, will help swing-era fans 
find great free music that they can to 

lisen to any time without logging in, 
registering or subscribing. 
 
ET is Eastern Time -- PT is Pacific 
Time -- BB is Big Band(s) -- PB is 
Public Broadcasting  
 
The following abbreviations are a 
mixture of audio coding formats or 
player recommendations as found on 
the various site's pages: AC is ACC+ 
-- IC is Icecast -- MP is MP3/M3U -- 
RP is Real Player -- QT is Quick 
Time -- SC is Shoutcast -- SW is 
Stream the World -- WM is Windows 
Media Player and uses the .wma file 
suffix. Both Icecast and Shoutcast 
use the .pls file suffix. Note that 
many of the sites provide feeds in 
several formats - check their pages. 
 
*The listing below provides many 
listening options. However, all page 
viewers have editing privileges and 
can improve the page's usefulness.* 
 
*Please read the editing instructions 
below the table before editing.* 
 

Submitted by Terry Harvey 

Our deepest sympathy  
to Dale Voit in the loss  

of his brother. 
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Gmail: On the Rise 
 

HHHH    ave you heard the news yet? If 
you're an avid Gmail user, I'm 

sure you have, but just in case 
you've been sleeping under a rock 
the past few days, I'm here to give 
you a complete update! As far as I 
know, this topic hasn't really been 
widely reviewed, so it is possible that 
several of you are still in the dark. 
Either way, I think you're really going 
to love what I have for you today.  
 
On December 26, 2007, Google an-
nounced that the storage rates for 

their popular e-mail program of 
Gmail have increased to 6 GB. Six 
gigs? Wow! I know that may not 
sound like a lot in this day and age, 
but if you really think about it, what 
other e-mail program offers you that? 
I mean, with 6 GB of storage space, 
you can save tons of e-mails, files, 
pictures or whatever you may need. I 
know that extra room will really come 
in handy for a lot of you!  
Think you won't ever use that much 
storage space? Well, that's okay too! 
Every single Gmail user is given the 
6 GB, so it will always be there if or 
when you need it. You never know 
when you could have a large file to 

save or have gobs of pictures you 
need to keep in a safe place. And 
when you do, your 6 GB of Gmail will 
be there to help you out. It's just one 
more reason why Gmail is one of the 
best e-mail programs on the Web 
today.  
 
~ Erin 

Get the Most Out of Your 
CD Burner 

AAAA    re you worried you're not using 
your CD burner to its highest 

potential? Think there's more you 
should be doing? Well, let's find out! 
Below are some tips you can follow 
to get the most out of your CD 
burner. Let's check them out! 
 
1.) The first thing you may want to do 
with your burner is upgrade or re-
shape it, if you will. The best way to 
do this is defragment the disk space 
where you usually store your files. 
To do this, choose the drive you 
want to use to keep all your files in 
until they are ready to be burned 
onto a CD or DVD. To see the list of 
your drives, double click on the My 
Computer icon on your desktop. You 
probably won't want to choose drive 
C:, because it usually has the most 
on it already.  
 
Of course, if that's the only one you 
have, it's your only choice, but if you 
have several drives, select the one 
that has the most free space. You 
never know how much space you're 
going to need to store your files, so 
pick one that will accommodate you 
in that respect. Now, go ahead and 
run a defrag on that drive. Just right 
click on it, choose Properties, Tools 
tab, Defragment Now button. This 
will help eliminate any hang ups dur-
ing the burning process. 
2.) Another thing you may want to do 
is set up your CDs for the maximum 

quality possible. If you're burning 
music files onto a CD, most burning 
software programs automatically 
include a two second space between 
songs. Normally that's fine, but what 
if you're burning a special type of file 
and you need the music to continu-
ously move along? You don't want 
that gap to ruin the flow of the music, 
do you?  
 
Most burning programs will allow you 
to remove that time gap. The proc-
ess of doing that will obviously be 
different for each program, so you'll 
want to read through the Help file or 
look through the manual that came 
with it. Once you have that done, 
you'll never have to worry about in-
terrupted music again! 
 
3.) One more thing you can do to 
keep your burning activities up to par 
is upgrade often. If your computer 
came with a CD burner and a burn-
ing utility already installed, you 
should be able to upgrade that right 
through your own system, but what if 
it's not doing what you want it to any-
more? What if you want more out of 
it? Then maybe it's time to start look-
ing for a new program. Here are 
some questions you can ask yourself 
to know for sure if you should start 
looking for a new burning software 
program or not. 

Do you want to create duplicates of a 
data file or a music CD? Maybe your 
software doesn't let you do this. 
Such programs as Windows Media 
Player is a good one to use for this. 
 
Do you need to create ISO (.iso) im-
age files? This type of file is usually 
stored on your hard drive so that you 
can use it to make copies of files 
later. Windows XP won't allow you to 
do this, but other programs will. 
 
Do you want to create bootable CDs 
or do you need to create other disc 
formats besides standard data and 
audio? XP doesn't include the op-
tions for doing these things either.  
 
Would you like to be able to use your 
CD-R or CD-RW drive as a backup, 
with the choice of compressing files 
and separating your backups be-
tween multiple CDs? You'll definitely 
need other types of burning software 
to do this.  
 
Would you like to record material 
onto DVDs using a recordable DVD 
drive? Windows XP can do some 
things with the DVD drive, but not 
this. Other programs can take care 
of that for you.  
 
Those are just a few things you 
might want to look for in a burning 
utility (if you're looking to buy a new 
one). You can search for programs 
online and find one that is right for 
you. With a few tweaks, your burning 
experience can be as great as ever! 
~ Erin 
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Lately, an "Unknown De-
vice" error message has 
been popping up on my 

screen. What exactly does 
that mean and how can I get 

rid of it? Please help me! 
 

IIII    f you have several external de-
vices that run through your USB 

ports, you may have come across an 
"Unknown Device" error before. This 
error will show up under your Device 
Manager (to get there, right click on 
the My Computer icon on your desk-
top, choose Properties, Hardware 
tab, Device Manager button). If 
you've ever wondered what could be 

causing this error, you may want to 
check out these troubleshooting 
techniques!  
 

One problem could be that the USB 
device you're using requires its own 
power supply. This can also happen 
with USB adapters. If your device 
came with its own AC power brick, 
try plugging that in. Another cause of 
the unknown error could be that 
some of your ports are connected 
incorrectly. Check your ports and 
make sure they run from the stan-
dard red, white, green and black or-
der. Also, make sure no more than 
four wires are being used per port. 
A more common problem is that the 
device you're using is defective. This 

can throw off the whole setup of the 
USB functionality. If possible, try us-
ing the device on another computer 
to see if it really is broken or if it's 
really one of your ports. The last 
thing you can check on is the drivers. 
Are all the necessary drivers for the 
device installed? Some products 
require a drive installation before you 
can even plug in the device. Some 
devices also require some basic 
USB files from your original Windows 
CD before it will work properly. Just 
make sure you follow the directions 
correctly and have your Windows CD 
on hand just in case. 
~ Erin 

Can you please explain the 
difference between CDs and 
DVDs? And how about their 
ROM drives? Are they really 
all that different? 
 

IIII     sure can and yes, they are! 
There seems to be a lot of confu-

sion when it comes to these two 
types of media. These days, most 
computers come with both a CD 
ROM drive and a DVD ROM drive 
and because of that, I think a lot of 
people assume that you can use 
either drive for either type of disk. 
Well, that's just not the case. Yes, 
the drives are the same size and 
shape, but that's where their similari-
ties end. Let's check out some of 
these differences and get all of this 
cleared up, shall we? Here we go!  
 

For starters (and this is the biggest 
difference), DVDs have seven times 
the capacity that CDs do. If you're 
not sure, that's quite a bit! Now, I 
know you're probably thinking, "How 
can that be possible?" Well, DVDs 
use more layers than CDs and the 
way DVDs are written is quite differ-
ent as well, which is a huge booster 
for the DVD's capacity size.  
 

Now it's time for a little background 
information. CDs and DVDs both 
store their data in little grooves that 
run all around the disk. Our CD and 
DVD ROM drives then scan those 
grooves with a laser beam, which is 
how we're able to listen to music or 
watch a movie on our computers. 

They both also work with lands 
(reflective bumps) and pits (non-
reflective holes), which help to repre-
sent the digital information the CDs 
and DVDs need in order to work.  

With that said, DVDs work with 
much smaller pits than CDs. Basi-
cally, the smaller the pits, the more 
data you can fit onto the disk and 
that's how DVDs overcome CDs in 
terms of available space. As a mat-
ter of fact, the normal pit length for a 
DVD layer is 0.4 and for a CD, it's 
0.834. Also, the tracks along a DVD 
are a lot closer together than on a 
CD, so that allows for more tracks 
per disk. As you can see, all of this 
information runs together to give a 
DVD a lot more room than is allotted 
on a CD. 
 

This is also where the biggest differ-
ence between the CD and DVD 
ROM drives comes into play. Be-
cause DVDs work with such smaller 
pits, etc., they need a special drive 
that will be able to read them. There-
fore, a DVD ROM drive cannot read 
a CD and vice versa (a CD ROM 
drive cannot read a DVD). That is 
why most computers these days are 
coming with both drives already in-
stalled. So, while it may seem a little 

wasteful, now you know why it's nec-
essary!  
 

Want to know some more differ-
ences? Well, like I said earlier, the 
layer sizes for CDs and DVDs are 
quite different as well. Along with 
DVDs having several more layers 
than CDs, they're also much thinner. 
This helps when the laser beam in-
side the drive is reading the DVD. 
DVDs also come with double sided 
layers, which obviously, allow for 
more information all the way around.  
 

Another big difference is that DVDs 
can access data a lot faster than 
CDs can. They also have a better 
error correction method. And one 
last difference is the recording for-
mat these two types of media use. 
DVDs record using the Universal 
Data Format (UDF) method and CDs 
are not compatible with that type at 
all. The UDF format allows DVDs to 
store data, video, audio or a mix of 
all three onto a single file structure. 
That file can then be accessed by 
any drive or computer. CDs just can't 
say the same. 
 

Now, I know it may sound like DVDs 
are the best option when it comes to 
certain things, but don't forget that 
there are times when a CD is just 
what you need. Sometimes DVDs 
are just too much and a simple CD 
will do. Either way, these two media 
formats are very convenient and 
handy for all of our recording needs. 
You have to give props to both of 
them for all they do!  
~ Erin 
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RSS Feeds  
 

RRRR    SS stands for "Really Simple 
Syndication". It's a way to get 

news, weblogs, announcements, and 
any other information automatically 
updated right on your desktop. You 
can avoid going from web site to web 
site for the latest news or constantly 
checking a favorite page for updates. 
 
In order to get an RSS feed you'll 
need a reader. There are many RSS 
readers out there—you'll find that 
every RSS user has their preference. 
In addition to stand alone programs 
some email clients, like Opera Mail 
and Thunderbird, have their own 
built in RSS reader that collects 
feeds just like it gathers email.  
 
Many news outlets like Fox News, 
The Washington Post, Reuters, The 
New York Times, CNN, and NPR 
have newsfeeds. You can select 
from headlines, politics, arts & enter-
tainment, finance, and more. In addi-
tion, RSS is popular with bloggers. 
Now that you know what RSS is 

you're probably asking, "How does it 
work?" 
 
Well, as I mentioned, you first need 
to get a program to read RSS feeds. 
These are called aggregators. Many 
aggregators simply bring up text 
headlines and a summary, then you 
must click a link to see the whole 
story or go to the updated page. 
Since getting Mozilla Thunderbird for 
my email, I prefer using it for RSS 
feeds. It gives the headline then 
shows the actual page in the preview 
pane. 
 
If your favorite site offers an RSS 
feed you'll notice an orange box that 
says "XML" or "RSS".  
 
Click the box and you'll get a page 
with a bunch of code on it. Go to the 
address bar and copy the address. 
In most cases all you need to do is 
paste the URL into the right place to 
add it to your list of feeds. 
 
In Mozilla Thunderbird all you do is 
right click "News & Blogs", select 
"Manage Subscriptions", choose the 

"Add" button, and paste the address 
in there. After you click "OK" a few 
times the feed appears on your list 
and you'll get the latest entries.  
 
To get current feeds all you need to 
do is click the arrow next to "Get 
mail" and select "News & Blogs". If 
there are any updates they will go to 
their proper folders. The rest works 
just like email.  
 
In addition to actual news sites, a 
great place to find RSS feeds is.. 
The Feed Room 
h t t p : / / w w w . f e e d r o o m . c o m /
rssmain.jsp 
 
Once you get familiar with RSS you'll 
wonder how you ever kept on top of 
news and events without it. Have fun 
keeping up-to-date 
~ David 
 

Submitted by Terry Harvey 

I've always wondered: 
Are there different kinds 
of computer mice? If so, 
what are they?  
 

TTTT    hat's an excellent question and 
I'm sure you're not the only one 

who has ever thought about that! So, 
tell me, what type of mouse do you 
use? Maybe you use a wireless 
mouse or maybe you use a ball and 
wheel mouse. Or, maybe you use a... 
As you might be figuring out, there 
are several different types of mice 
available to use with your computer 
these days. It's pretty amazing how 
many there actually are. Let's see, 
there's the cordless (wireless), the 
footmouse, the glidepoint (also 
known as the touchpad), the Intelli-
Mouse, the J mouse, the joystick, the 
trackball mouse, the trackpoint 
mouse and finally, the wheel mouse. 
Wow! 
Some of those are pretty self ex-
planatory, but let me describe a few 

of them for you. The footmouse is a 
new type of mouse that allows users 
to control the mouse with their feet. 
This enables you to keep your hands 
on the keyboard at all times. Cool, 
huh?! The joystick is just like the 
ones from arcade games, but it is 
used with your computer instead. 
The trackpoint mouse is also a type 
of joystick. And lastly, the trackball 
mouse is like an upside down mouse 
that is moved by a trackball with just 
your thumb or one finger. This type 
of mouse requires less arm and wrist 
motion, which can be helpful for 
some.  
Who knew there were so many differ-
ent and cool types of mice?! Well, if 
you didn't know before, you surely 
know now. The only questions that 
remain are which type of mouse do 
you use and after reading this tip, are 
you thinking about changing?! 
~ Erin 
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I heard something about 
Internet Explorer 7 now be-
ing required for every com-
puter user. Is that true? Can 

Microsoft really do that?  
 

IIII    f you're an avid Internet Explorer 
user, you have probably already 

heard about this, but for those of you 
who haven't, I'm here to clear up all 
the confusion.  
 
Microsoft announced last week that 
with its February 12, 2008 Windows 
updates, an upgrade for Internet Ex-
plorer 7 will be included. And yes, 
that's whether you like it or not. So, 
basically, if you've been putting off 
the upgrade, you will soon be forced 
to install the new version of the IE 
Web browser. Microsoft is going to 
be pushing this on just about every-
one (businesses included) who has 
not yet installed IE 7.  
First of all, Microsoft said they are 
doing this mostly for security rea-
sons. IE 7 is much more secure and 
it has a lot more features to offer the 
average user. The layout of IE 7 is 
very simple and it's much easier to 
work with and manage.  So, if you're 
still using Internet Explorer version 6, 
you can see why Microsoft is push-
ing the upgrade so much. I know it 
means you'll have to get used to 
something new, but this type of 
change is for the better.   
When the update comes through to 
your computer on February 12, 
2008, it will be marked as an Update 
Rollup package. If your computer is 
set to approve Rollup packages, the 
update from IE 6 to IE 7 will auto-
matically be installed for you. Now, I 
have some more news for you that 
may make you a little happier. There 
is a way you can still block the IE 7 
install from coming through to your 
PC. But, before I go any further, I 
want to make it clear that I'm not 
recommending you do that. As I've 
already stated, Internet Explorer 7 is 
a good Web browser and it will do 
you good to try it. But if you're abso-
lutely against trying something new, 
here's what you can do.  
You can turn your automatic updates 
off. To do that, go to Start, Control 

Panel and click on the Security Cen-
ter link (you'll need to be in the cate-
gory view to do this). Once you're 
there, click on Automatic Updates 
and then click the option of "Turn 
Automatic Updates Off." Of course, 
doing that is not recommended by 
Microsoft, but it's one way you can 
bypass the IE 7 install. Click OK 
when you're done.  
Now, if you turn your automatic up-
dates off, you still need to get them 
for the month of February, so you 
will need to do it manually. And you 
can do that right from this Web site. 
There you can pick and choose what 
you want to install and that way, you 
can skip past the one for Internet 
Explorer 7. Note: Once the February 
updates are over, don't forget to turn 
your automatic updates back on. 
Otherwise, you might miss out on 
some really important stuff later on. 
Also, keep in mind that this update 
does not pertain to Windows Vista, 
because IE 7 already automatically 
comes with that operating system.  
I do understand your reasoning for 
passing on the upgrade this time, but 
I want you to remember that the day 
is going to come when you're going 
to have to start using IE 7. One day, 
there won't be any way to block it, so 
maybe you should think about giving 
it a try now. You have until February 
12 to decide!  
~ Erin 
 

Submitted by Terry Harvey 

WAUCtalk is a monthly 
publication of the Wisconsin 
All-computer Users Club.  
WAUC is a computer club 
dedicated to promoting and 
instructing the use of 
c om p u t e rs  t o  W A U C 
members.  Membership in 

WAUC is $25 per year ($12.50 if applying after  
June 1).  WAUCtalk is mailed to all WAUC members. 
 
Contributions to WAUCtalk are always welcome.  
Please submit articles and computer artwork before the 
15th of the month preceding the issue date, except 
where otherwise noted.  Free advertising is available to 
WAUC members.  We are not responsible for 
omissions or errors. 

 

WAUC Officers 
President:  Bruce Kosbab 771-6086 
 bkosbab@milwpc.com  
Vice President:  Doris Regner 545-3897 
 d.regner@gmail.com  
Treasurer:  Thomas Hermann 258-1521 
 singer@execpc.com  
Secretary 1: Terry Harvey 262-971-0999 
 terry-harvey@bigfoot.com  
Secretary 2:  Marcia Zientek 529-1722 
 marciaz@milwpc.com 
Member-at-Large:  Marie Bellin 353-9062 
 marie.bellin@gmail.com 
Program Chairman: Leo Hoffer 421-5705 
 nilerej5075@milwpc.com 
 

WAUC Staff 
Editor: Marie Bellin 353-9062 
Proof reader: Terry Harvey 262-971-0999 
Backup: Chris Gardner 344-9126 
 moosegardner@juno.com 
Webmaster:  John Hirsh 963-8640 
 jhirsh@wi.rr.com 

 

Libraries 
Apple II: Sister Samuel 645-5337 
 smsamuel@wi.rr.com 
Macintosh:  Doris Regner 545-3897 
 d.regner@gmail.com 
PC:  Bruce Kosbab 771-6086 
 bkosbab@milwpc.com 
CD:  Tom Livermore 604-0516 
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WAUC 
Wisconsin All-computers User’s Club 
P.O. Box 340241 
Milwaukee, WI 53234-0241 

First Class 

 

WAUC’s Official 
Internet Provider 

In appreciation for the use  
of their conference room, 

please patronize Speedway 
gas station  

at 60th & Layton. 

BREW CITY GEEKS 

PLEASE  

CALL US TODAY 

JIM: 414-704-7439 
BRIAN: 414-313-3709 

Email: packfan4life@wi.rr.com 
Email: brian47@wi.rr.com  

Is your computer not performing 

the way you would like? 

WE CAN HELP 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Computer upgrades/service 
Custom built  PC s  
In home networks 
High speed Internet set-up  
Trade in your old computer 

WWWW    ashington Park Senior center has some  
very nice computer classes that only  

cost about $11.00 a semester. [30 hours]  The new 
sessions are starting the end of January.  If 
someone is interested you might miss a class,  
but it is easy to catch up.  For info contact  

Jodie Schladweiler @ 414-933-2332  
or jschladweiler@interfaithmilw.org.  MATC  
teachers are teaching the classes.  I have  

gotten a lot out of the ones I've taken  
and am taking two more starting the  

end of the month. 
 

Marillyn Evaska 
WAUC member 


