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June at a Glance 
4 PC SIG, 7:00 PM 
 Speedway Station, 60th & Layton 
 
5 WAUC General Meeting, 7:00 PM 
 Jackson Park Lutheran Church 
 4535 W. Oklahoma Ave.  
 Topic—Smart Computing 
 
11 WAUC Lunch, Noon, Ponderosa, 
 4175 S. 76th St.  
 RSVP:  TerryHarvey@wi.rr.com 
 
12 Question & Answer SIG, 7:00 PM 
 Speedway Station, 60th & Layton 
 
 
 

15 Deadline for submitting articles
 for WAUCtalk, please send to: 
 mariebellin@sbcglobal.net 
 Subject:  WAUCtalk 
 
19 Internet SIG, 7:00 PM 
 Speedway Station, 60th & Layton 
 
25 Investment Tracking SIG, 7:00 PM 
 Speedway Station, 60th & Layton 
 
26 Exec. Bd. Meeting, 7:00 PM 
 Marcia Zientek’s Home 
 
No SIGs for the summer: 
Apple II/Apple II GS SIG 
PDA SIG 

Wisconsin All-computer Users Club 
http://www.wauc.info 

Smart Computing  
Representative,  

Holly Hopkins, will be  
showing us what is new 

in their magazines  
as well as on  
their web site.  
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Committee Progress Report 

TTTT    he Mar-
k e t i n g /

Membership Com-
mittee installed a 
new procedure 
commensurate with 
the sign-in sheets 
effective at the May 

1st general meeting where everyone 
was issued a stick-on name label.  
All in all, it went fairly well with no 
real problems. This is no big deal but 
it is a start for members to get to 
know other members on a first name 
basis.  
 

Additionally, we are happy to report 
that Julia Rice agreed to join our 
committee which brings us to a total 
of four.  We have several ideas in 
mind and will continue to explore all 
possible options and alternatives to 
find ways to get new members to join 
WAUC.    
 
Meanwhile, we will have "Idea 
Sheets" at the sign-in table for you to 

take with and write your suggestions 
and/or comments for our considera-
tion in our future meetings.  
 

Ray Jamroze 

President’s Message 

IIII    t was a 
l o n g 

harsh winter, but 
we survived. Now 
that the weather is 
warming up it’s 
time to get out- 

doors and soak up some sun.  When 
my kids were young, every summer 
we would take them to the Wauwa-
tosa Library where they would sign 
up for the summer reading program. 
Perhaps sitting on the beach, in a 
park or even in your own backyard 
with a good book is a way to get 
some fresh air and relax.  There are 
quite a few good computer books out 

there ( Hey!, We are a computer 
club) and not necessarily the how-to 
or tips and tricks type books.  A few 
books you may enjoy are:  Hard 
Drive: Bill Gates and the Making of 
the Microsoft Empire by James Wal-
lace, The Watchman: The Twisted 
Life and Crimes of Serial Hacker 
Kevin Poulsen by Jonathan Littman, 
iWoz: Computer Geek to Cult Icon: 
How I Invented the Personal Com-
puter, Co-Founded Apple, and Had 
Fun Doing It by Steve Wozniak, The 
Cuckoo's Egg: Tracking a Spy 
Through the Maze of Computer Es-
pionage by Cliff Stoll or Steve 
Wozniak: A Wizard called Woz by 
Rebecca Gold 

You can probably obtain these books 
through your local library. There are 
many books out there, these are just 
a few. Good reading also comes in 
magazine form. There are many 
good computer magazines out there. 
One in particular that I subscribe to is 
Smart Computing who is also giving 
a presentation at the general meet-
ing.  Enjoy you summer and relax. 
 

Bruce Kosbab, President 

Board Meeting 

TTTT    h o s e 
present 

at Marcia's home on 
April 24, 2008, in-
cluded Bruce Kos-
bab, Doris Regner, 
Marcia Zientek, 

Terry Harvey, Tom Hermann, Marie 
Bellin, Leo Hoffer, and Tom Liver-
more. 
 
Doris talked with the Pastor of the 
church and asked him if we could 
use their DSL Internet connection.  

He discussed it with the elders of the 
church and they all agreed, we are 
welcome to use it.  We will need a 
router and some filters and Tom  
Livermore has agreed to purchase 
the needed items and set it up.  We 
are hoping to work something out at 

Speedway for SIGs.  If anyone has 
any suggestion for Speedway, 
please talk with Tom Livermore. 
 
We went through the door prizes  
purchased by Doris and myself.  
We're good with door prizes for a 
number of months. 
 
We looked at menus and prizes for 
the upcoming picnic, but so far it 
looks like we will have Bunzel's 
again. 
 

Terry L. Harvey 

Address Changes 
 

If you are changing your e-mail or 
home address, please note: 

 

Email address changes should be 
sent to Terry Harvey at 

terryharvey@wi.rr.com and 
Tom Livermore at 

exyooper@gmail.com 
 

Home address changes should be 
sent to Tom Hermann at 

singer@execpc.com 
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General Meeting 

FFFF    o r t y -
o n e  

members were pre-
sent when Presi-
dent Bruce Kosbab 
began the meeting 
o n  

Thursday, May 1, 2008.  There was 
one visitor.  We were also happy to 
see Bruce Schneider after a long 
absence. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Tom Hermann 
gave his report.  Sister Samuel  
questioned why we are still paying 
APCUG (Association of Personal 
Computer User Groups) dues.  Terry 
said that Marie Bellin finds articles 
that are interesting for WAUCtalk.  
Julia Rice asked about the  
insurance; it covers WAUC’s equip-
ment. 
 
Announcements:  Bruce thanked the 
Audit Committee for their work.  He 
also read a thank-you letter from 
Pastor Fred of Jackson Park  
Lutheran Church for the $200 dona-
tion and also setting up the wireless 
system in the church and hall.  Many 
thanks to Tom Livermore who did the 
work.  Bruce said that he would send 
out the Internet WAUC Bulletin  
because it is too difficult for Terry to 
continue.  There was a discussion on 
how best to transfer the e-mail  
addresses from Terry’s address 
book.  Anyone else is welcome to 
contribute web sites for the Bulletin.  
People with AOL, Yahoo and Hotmail 
accounts usually have the Bulletins 
bounce back.  If you have these mail 
services, please adjust your prefer-
ences to allow mail from Bruce.  
Newsletter articles are always  
welcome.  Next month’s presenter 
will be a representative from Smart 
Computing.  Wait until next month to 
subscribe or renew, because there is 
often a special offer with their pres-
entation.  WAUC is being advertised 
in Craig’s list and in a printed  
program of “The Wizard of OZ” that 
Bruce’s son was in.  Member  
pictures are still being taken for the 
CD of the Month.  Last of all, Bruce 
thanked the members of the  

Membership Marketing Committee, 
Ray Jamroze, Ginny Splinter and Al 
Loehrl, for their efforts.  Today every-
one was wearing name tags to help 
us get to know one another better.  
Look for more innovative ideas  
coming from this group.  Please con-
tact anyone on this committee if you 
have any ideas for improving mem-
bership.  Julia Rice is a new member 
of the committee as of this evening. 
 
Buy/Sell:  Ray Jamroze had a  
number of items for sale.   
 
Leo’s Announcements:  The PDA 
SIG will meet on Tuesday, May 20th 
at 7:00 PM at Marcia Zientek’s 
house.  Kris Bedelov donated some 
folders and a camera bag for WAUC 
to sell and make a profit on. 
 
CD of the Month:  Tom has a new 
CD with great web tools, security 
programs and utilities.  Richard  
Durand got a message that AVG 
anti-virus program was not going to 
have updates and wanted to know if 
Tom heard about that; he did not.  
Bruce had a problem with his brows-
ers that lasted most of the day.  After 
running AVG the browsers worked 
normally.  Sister Samuel wanted to 
k n o w  i f  s h e  s h o u l d  
subscribe to Norton’s again. Terry 
advised getting the CD of the Month 
with free anti-virus programs. 
 
Problems/Questions: There was a 
question about transferring an ad-
dress book from one e-mail program 
to another.  Most programs have a 
method of exporting and importing 
address books between providers.  
Someone wanted to know the web-
s i t e  f o r  c h e c k i n g  h o a x e s : 
www.snopes.com.  Another method 
would be to copy a portion of the 
message you think might be a hoax, 
paste it into Google enclosed with 

quotation marks and add the word 
hoax. 
 
Raffle:  Mary Jean Malaha had a 
folding shopping cart on wheels, a 1 
gig jump drive, and a surge protector 
with a connection organizer.  The  
1 GB jump drive was bought at a 
bargain because it was mismarked.  
Bruce gets e-mail from CompUSA 
that often has mismarked merchan-
dise at real bargain prices, but you 
have to act quickly.  Another good 
site is Buy.com that offers free ship-
ping; Bruce likes another site called 
Junglecrazy.com for buying some 
unusual things online. 

Presentation 
 
WAUC member Peter Lee was our 
presenter for this evening and we 
recall the other enjoyable presenta-
tions he has given in the past.  Pe-
ter’s topic was “The Best of Both 
Worlds” or as Bruce paraphrased, 
“Why Can’t We Just Get Along”. 
 
Peter wanted to show us his blue 
tooth mouse and keyboard which he 
is very happy with.  Macs have to try 
harder to keep up with Windows and 
have now abandoned the Motorola 
chip for Intel dual core and quad core 
chips, which should give it the ability 
to run Windows programs.  Built into 
a Mac is the Bootcamp program 
which allows you to boot up in either 
OS X or Windows, but not alternate 
back and forth.  Two other programs, 
Parallels at $79.95 and Fusion at 
$79.95, run on the Mac creating a 
‘virtual machine’ onto which you can 
load a copy of Windows XP or Vista 
(the latter not as smoothly).  Peter 
has been using Parallels and just did 
some reading on Fusion.  Excel, 
Word and Access are Peter’s fre-
quently used programs, which he is 
able to use on his Mac.   

(Continued on page 4) 
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Question & Answer SIG 

SSSS    ix peo-
ple at-

tended the Q & A 
SIG on a cold rainy 
night on April 10, 
2008.  Here are 
some of the ques-

tions that were asked. 
 
Q: How is a file saved as a PDF in 
publisher? 
A: Tom opened publisher and tried to 
find the answer. PDF was a choice in 
the drop down menu under print.  But  
it was discovered that your computer 
needs to have the Adobe Acrobat 
program, not just the reader for this 
to be an option. 
 
Q: How do you find out what icons 
are on your desktop if they run off to 
the right side of the screen and you 
can’t see them? 
A: A suggestion was to change the 
resolution of the icons so you can 
see all of them and then delete the 
ones you don’t need. 
 

Q: How can you sort your files in the 
start up menu?  
A: Go to START, ALL PROGRAMS, 
right click, SORT BY NAME. 
 
Q: What are some antivirus pro-
grams that are recommended? 
A: Avast is a good one and it’s free.  
It can also be found on the CD of the 
Month. 
 
Then we took a look at Audacity, a 
free audio editor/recorder, which you 
can convert tapes into CD’s. Some 
options that we looked at were: edit 
and mix the tracks that you want, 
reduce or eliminate background 
noise, fade in/fade out, change the 
speed of the playback, normalize the 
songs (all the songs are played at 
the same volume) and you can even 
play the songs in reverse, if you want 
to. 
 
Lastly, we talked about defragging. It 
was suggested that you defrag in 
safe mode. There are two ways to 
get into safe mode. One is, as the 
computer is booting, repeat pressing 
your F8 key. Another way is, go to 
START, RUN, type MSCONFIG, 
click OK, click on the BOOT.INI tab, 
click on SAFEBOOT, then click RE-
START. Click ADMINISTRATOR, 
YES, START. Then you can defrag. 
To turn off safe mode, do the above 
again except under the BOOT.INI 
tab, uncheck SAFEBOOT box. It was 
also suggested that you turn off your 
screensaver. To do this, right click on 
your desktop, PROPERTIES, DESK-

TOP, find NONE in the drop down 
menu. 
 
Before you decide to defrag, you 
may want to empty the recycle bin, 
delete cookies, clean out your  
temporary files and clear your most 
recent files. To do the last one,  
you right click on the task bar, 
PROPERTIES, START MENU tab, 
CUSTOMIZE, ADVANCED tab, 
CLEAR LIST. One last thing to do 
before you defrag is to do a scan 
disk.  

Susan J Farris 

Parallels needs a newer Mac with a 
recommended 1GB of RAM; about 
200 MG of hard disk space on the 
boot volume for Parallels Desktop 
installation; sufficient space on hard 
disks to allocate for virtual machines; 
15 GB of hard disk space for each 
virtual machine; and Mac OS X 
10.4.6 or later as your primary oper-
ating system. 
 
Installing the program on the Mac is 
done with little effort, and then Win-
dows needs to be installed.  A prob-
lem presented itself when trying to 

import files from the Windows com-
puter to the Mac without taking hours 
to do.  This was solved by using an 
Ethernet crossover cable which cut 
the time considerably. 
 
Peter showed us the Windows 
screen appearing on his Mac with 
the Windows and Parallels taskbars 
placed on the desktop, one to the left 
the other on the right, easily switch-
ing between the two operating sys-
tems and accessing the programs to 
accomplish whatever task he wanted 
to perform.  He could create a docu-
ment in Pages, export it, and then 

open the document in Word.  Peter 
also demonstrated some of the fea-
tures of the Parallels taskbar.  Shut-
ting down required closing Windows, 
and then closing Parallels, in order to 
completely shut down. 
 
As usual, Peter gave us an excellent 
demonstration of two great com-
puters and operating systems.  
Thanks, Peter, for sharing your 
knowledge with us. 

Marcia Zientek, Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

           Please remember to  
           include our WAUC  
user group numbers, when 
s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  
S m a r t C o m p u t i n g ,  
magazines: 
Smart Computing—11303 

CPU—488 

PC Today—218 
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PC SIG 
 

WWWW    e had a nice group on 
May 7th, 2008, at the PC 

SIG.  Tom Livermore and Bill Gier-
ach worked for a bit on trying to set 
us up with DSL.  Marcia brought her 
m o d e m ,  r o u t e r ,  a n d  
filters for them to use.  Sadly, they 
were unsuccessful, but I doubt that 
we've seen the last of them trying 
something else out. 
 
W e  w e n t  t o  h t t p : / /
www.polderbitS.com.  This is soft-
ware that is free for downloading for 
14 days.  We went to the site and 
after downloading the program; we 
were shown how the software  
captures audio bites or audio files 
that are already on your computer.  
We fooled around with that a bit and  
decided none of us would probably 
pay the selling price of $36.50. 
 

When we were looking for audio 
files, I suggested we go to  
http://www.pandora.com to find a 
song to edit.  After we did some edit-
ing to the song, we saved it as 
an .mp3 file. 
 
Bill told us Fire Fox uses a shortcut 
to get an additional tab to come up, 
you just need to hold down CTRL 
and press T for....a new tab!  That 
trick came in handy a number of 
times during the evening. 
 
I asked if anyone had seen the Bar-
bara Walter's interview on Oprah that 
was shown today, and Bill said to go 
to http://www.oprah.com and click on 
TODAY'S SHOW and voila!!  There it 
was.  I got to read a transcript of the 
show. 
 
The topic somehow switched to  
saving music files and the use of  
Audacity.  We were shown some of 

its features and advised to save our 
files as .wav so they could be edited. 
 
These minutes really don't do justice 
to all the topics that were covered 
and the questions and answers.   
Between Tom and Bill I don't think 
there is any question that can't be 
answered.  You are already paying 
your dues, it would seem to me that 
it would behoove you to attend a SIG  
or two and learn how to get the most 
out of your computer. 
 

Terry L. Harvey 

TTTT    h e 
W A U C 

Apple II SIG for May 
was held on Tues-
day, May 6th, 2008.  
The WAUC mem-
bers attending were 

Richard Durand, Julian Golubski, Pat 
Nye, Sister Samuel, and Richard 
Schmitt.  Julian wanted to point out 
something about the family calendar 
he made which he had shown us at 
the April SIG.  Though the cover and 
some of the graphics were made 
using a McIntosh, the bulk of it, the 
calendar pages for each month, were 
made with the venerable Apple II we 
still love.  Julian also showed us his 
latest Apple creation, a workbook in 
a binder he had produced for the Boy 
Scouts.  It was very impressive and 
included most, if not all, of Norman 
Rockwell’s paintings of Boy Scouts.  
Nice work Julian! 
    
Sister Samuel got busy with 
"George," the resident Apple II GS, 
to try a 3 ½” disk called “California 

Games.”  The first game was about 
skateboarding and was very colorful; 
but before we could get into it, the 
phone rang.  A neighbor called to let 
Sister know that someone was sitting 
in a parked car nearby with a laptop 
and might be hacking into the wire-
less network.  Sister answered that 
it’s not a problem since the St. Jo-
seph CDC does not have a wireless 
network.  It’s an interesting sign of 
the times.  Sister returned to the 
computer and tried another game, 
BMX, dealing with bicycles.  It didn’t 
work.  Sister tried again this time se-
lecting use of a joystick.  Nothing.  
Sister tried everything possible, even 
reading the directions, but "George" 
locked up.  Sister then tried a skating 
game on the disk but "George" froze 
on startup.  Maybe it was just a bad 
disk, so Sister tried an old WAUC 
disk of the month.  From this, Sister 
uncompressed an animation file 
based on the art of M.C. Escher.  
Escher exposed the contradictions of 
artistic perspective with an image of 
a waterfall and the fallen water flow-
ing back to the top of the waterfall.  

It’s still amazing to see.  Sister tried 
some other files on the disk but they 
wouldn’t open.   
 
To get at least something going at 
this SIG, Sister opened one of the 
games already installed on the hard 
drive, something called “Far Be-
yond,” which used to be called 
“Columns.”  It’s definitely not “Tetris” 
but it’s something like “Tetris” with 
falling objects that have to be ma-
nipulated.  After all these years, it 
holds up well and we played this for 
the rest of the SIG.  And that was it 
for this month.  So that we may enjoy 
the all too short Wisconsin summer, 
the WAUC Apple II SIG will be sus-
pended until September 9th.  See 
you then.  Apple II Forever!!! 
 

Submitted by Richard Durand 

Apple II/II GS SIG 
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Internet SIG 

AAAA    t the Internet SIG on April 
17, 2008, we took a look 

at three things.  The first one was  
Thunderbird.  Thunderbird is a se-
cure email program from Mozilla.  
You can customize the mail the way 
you want it.  Messages can be 
tagged such as “important”, “to do” 
and “personal” allowing you to organ-
ize your mail.  You can click 
“forward” and “back’, much like you 
would in your web browser.  When 
you receive junk mail, you can mark 
the message with a flame and then 
Thunderbird will recognize it as junk 
in the future.  It is easy to convert 
your address book from other email 
programs, such as Netscape.  It has 
a number of add-ons too.  Two 
things we could not find to do with 
Thunderbird, though, was using sta-
tionary and sending music while 
sending an email. 

Another thing we looked at was, Fire-
fox, also from Mozilla.  This is a 
faster and more secure web browser.  
It can be easily personalized with 
many different add-ons.  You can 
change the look of the toolbar by 
choosing from many different themes 
and appearances.  There is an add-
on that has a download status bar 
that lets you know where in your 
downloading process you are.  You 
can also have a sound alert you 
when the download is finished.  
There is also an add-on for the 
weather in your area.  There are 
hundreds of add-ons to choose from.   
 
The last thing we looked at was 
iGoogle.  This is a personalized start 
page on Google.  You can select 
what interests you and put it on the 
homepage.  Such things as games, 
news, humor, politics, entertainment 
and much more.  You can get a lot of 

information from one page.  All for 
free.  You can also change from 
iGoogle to Classic Google from the 
link in the upper right corner. 
 
I would suggest trying any or all of 
these programs.   
 

Susan J Farris 

PDA SIG 
PDA 
Personal Digital 
Assistant: a hand-
held computer usu-
ally containing ad-
dress books, memo 
pads, and other per-
sonal organization 

software. Many PDAs can connect to 
the Web, send email, and synchro-
nize with home computers; some 
work as cellular phones. 
 

PPPP    eter Lee, Richard Du-
rand, Marcia Zientek and 

Leo Hoffer met at Marcia's home on 
Tuesday, May 20, 2008, to once 
again explore the unlimited potential 
of our PDA devices. No longer hav-
ing any problems connecting to the 
wi-fi hot spot, we all started working 
with our devices. Peter told us about 
many s i tes but part icular ly, 
www.skypes.com, we tried to 
download the program, but for some 
unknown reason were not able to 
accomplish that feat. Peter had his 
Macintosh laptop, what a beautiful 
device, on which he had installed 

Skype. He told us about a Chinese 
foreign exchange student, he and his 
wife sponsored last summer, who 
corresponded daily with her mother 
in China using Skype, this was on a 
no cost basis. 
 
Peter also directed us to some radio 
stations where you can listen to any 
type of music you desire by utilizing 
the options available in Microsoft 
Windows Media Player, however 
once again we had some problems 
due to the fact that we had not con-
figured our PDA devices correctly. 

With the tips Peter gave us, we plan 
on doing our homework more dili-
gently, so that the next time we 
meet, we hope we can show Peter 
what progress we have made. By 
unanimous decision it was decided 
that Peter is our choice as PDA men-
tor. 
 
Peter and Marcia have GPS systems 
and are planning to install them on 
their PDA devices, the biggest obsta-
cle being the need to find PDA map-
ping programs which are a bit expen-
sive. 
 
We will be taking a summer break for 
the next few months, because of va-
cation schedules, other events, etc. 
and plan to resume the PDA SIG in 
September 2008. Again we urge 
people who have PDA'S or are inter-
ested in them, to attend, we all keep 
learning new things from ideas that 
are mutually shared with one an-
other. 
 

Leo Hoffer  
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The Big DTV Transition 
by Sister Dorothy Robinson, OSB 
OMUG Newsletter Editor,  
The Olympia Microcomputer User Group, 
Washington         http://www.olymug.org 
newsletter(at)olymug.org 
 
Obtained from APCUG with the author's  
permission for publication by APCUG member 
groups. 
 

CCCC    omputer users often 
speculate about how 

digital technology will affect us and 
our world.  We are now entering the 
final stage of a rather large digital 
transition, that of digital television 
signals.  Didn’t know this transition 
was going on?  You’re not alone.   
 
On February 16, The Olympian ran 
an Associated Press article on the 
digital television transition that is 
happening in the United States. The 
article said that in about a year, on 
February 17, 2009, all analog TV 
broadcasts will end in this country. If 
a TV does not have a digital tuner, or 
is not connected to cable or satellite 
or other paid services, it will need a 
digital converter box to receive and 
display digital signals. About 13 mil-
lion households would be affected—
those with older TVs (no digital 
tuner) or receiving signals only over 
the air as in the past. This is because 
analog tuners can't decode and dis-
play digital signals. 

Options, said The Olympian, for con-
tinuing to receive TV signals after 
February 17, 2009 are to buy a digi-
tal converter box ($40-50, according 
to this AP article), a new TV with a 
digital tuner, or get connected to a 
paid service. The federal government 
is offering $40 coupons, up to two 
per household, good on the pur-
chase of a converter box. You can 
now call 1-888-388-2009 or apply 

online at http://www.dtv2009.gov. 
There is also an option online to print 
out an application and mail it in.  You 
may want to apply early. 
 
http://www.9wsyr.com says “You will 
still need an over-the-air antenna in 
addition to the converter box to re-
ceive a digital signal on your analog 
television set. Your current antenna 
should work the same as before.  
Many major chains have been certi-
fied to sell the converter boxes, in-
cluding Best Buy; Circuit City; Kmart; 
Sam's Club; Wal-Mart; Sears, Radio 
Shack and Target.” 
 
Best Buy, according to centre-
daily.com, “will stock an Insignia-
branded analog-to-digital converter 
box exclusively, retailing at $59.99.”  
 
PRNewswire.com states “Converter 
boxes at $49.97 are on shelves now 
at Wal-Mart already.”  
 
According to radioshack.com, you 
can find a Zenith converter in stores 
for $59.99.  It is looking like the dif-
ference between the price of the con-
verter box and the coupon will be 
$10 and up. 
 
The Olympian article said the rea-
sons for the changeover are to allow 
for auctioning off excess airwaves 
(digital broadcasting is much more 
efficient so there will be an excess), 
for new wireless services, and 
“possibly” providing emergency air 
networks for disasters. Digital signals 
can also provide better picture defini-
tion—but that depends on whether 
high definition programs are being 
broadcast and on whether a TV is 
set up to receive high definition pro-
grams. Digital signals can support 
high-definition (HDTV) broadcasts—
but is not the same as HDTV. 
 
From How Stuff Works,  http://
electronics.howstuffworks.com/
hdtv1.htm, comes this information: 
“Some people believe that the United 
States is switching to HDTV—that all 
they'll need for HDTV is a new TV 
and that they'll automatically have 
HDTV when analog service ends. 

Unfortunately, none of this is true.” If 
you want more information on how 
HDTV works, check this site at the 
link above. 
 
The government website at http://
www.dtv.2009.gov has this to say 
about the reasons for the change-
over: "Digital broadcasting promises 
to provide a clearer picture and more 
programming options and will free up 
airwaves for use by emergency re-
sponders." It says nothing about auc-
tioning off air wave spectrum or the 
intricacies of HDTV. 
 
The Benton Foundation page at 
http://www.benton.org/index.php?
q=node/1257 has information on the 
background and time-line for DTV 
transition. It states: 
 
"Digital television (DTV) is a new, 
more efficient technology for trans-
mitting and receiving broadcast tele-
vision signals. But DTV signals are 
not compatible with today's analog 
TV sets in most American homes. 
Under the Telecommunications Act 
of 1996, the amount of spectrum 
given to television station owners 
was doubled. The policy rationale for 
this was to enable the stations to 
transition US consumers to digital TV 
without interruption of analog broad-
casts. But after ten years of digital 
TV broadcasts, only a small number 
of US households have made the 
switch to DTV, delaying the return of 
valuable spectrum that could be 
used by emergency officials and auc-
tioned to offset federal deficit spend-
ing." 
 
Included in benton.org's time-line 
called "Getting to February 2009: 
Implementing the Digital TV Transi-
tion," is this step: 
 
"January 28, 2008 The FCC must 
conduct the auction of the licenses 
for recovered analog spectrum, com-
mencing the bidding no later than 
this date, and is to deposit the pro-
ceeds of the auction in the US Treas-
ury no later than June 30, 2008."  
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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In other words, this is happening 
right now, if things are proceeding on 
schedule. 
 
CNN.com's take on this topic in 
January of  2006:   (h t tp : / /
m o n e y . c n n . c o m / 2 0 0 6 / 0 1 / 0 4 /
technology/pluggedin_dig ita l tv/
index.htm ): 
 
“Once TV stations switch to digital 
transmission, they will return to the 
government a big chunk of the radio 
spectrum they currently use to trans-
mit their analog channels.  Some of 
that spectrum will go to first respond-
ers—police, fire and public safety 
officials—so they can better commu-
nicate with one another. Breakdowns 
in emergency communication slowed 
the response to the September 11 
terrorist attacks and Hurricane 
Katrina. New spectrum should help. 

The rest of the spectrum will be auc-
tioned off to the highest bidders—
probably tech companies. The sale 
of this valuable, scarce real estate is 
expected to bring in about $10 bil-
lion, maybe more. That will help re-
duce the federal budget deficit.” 
 
CNN also talked about the new tech-
nology and services that will likely be 
developed using this increased air 
availability, for example, cheap wire-
less broadband access virtually eve-
rywhere. Referring to an historical 
parallel, it states:  
 
“Scheduled for 2008, the auction will 
be the biggest spectrum sale since a 
1994-95 spectrum auction. That sale 
helped boost the mobile phone in-
dustry, boosting the number of cell 
phone subscribers in the U.S. from 
24 million to 200 million. It also 
helped drive down the cost of wire-

less minutes from an average of 47 
cents a minute to 9 cents a minute, 
according to analysis from financial 
services firm Stifel Nicolaus.” 
 
Whether we like it or not, the DTV 
revolution is on its way.  The best we 
can do is prepare ourselves.  For 
many of us, the $10 or $20 needed 
to buy a converter box is not a prob-
lem.  Unfortunately, some people on 
fixed or low incomes will find it very 
difficult to get ready for the change.  
For them, the TV screen may go 
dark at midnight on February 17, 
2009.  : 
 
This article has been provided to APCUG by 
the author solely for publication by APCUG 
member groups. All other uses require the 
permission of the author (see e-mail address 
above). 

(Continued from page 7) 

Printer Buying Guide 
Submitted by Terry Harvey 
 

HHHH    ere are some questions 
you should keep in mind 

to ask the sales person at the printer 
store of your choice: 
 
1.) How does the printer handle dif-
ferent types of paper? Check and 
see if the printer can handle things 
like envelopes, cards or other types 
of paper you might use. Also, ask 
how much paper the printer is able to 
hold at one time. You don't want to 
be constantly refilling the paper and 
you don't want to run into any paper 
jams. 
 
2.) What type of ink cartridge does 
the printer take? You'll want to ask 
about black and color ink cartridges. 
Check on the cost of them (you don't 
want to be forking out tons of money 
for ink later on), how easy the instal-
lation is for refills, etc. Ink is what 
makes your projects turn out at all, 
so you want your new printer to be 
top notch in that area. Also, even if 
you're buying a printer on the 
cheaper side, it may cost more to 
refill the ink down the road, so al-
ways double check on this. 

3.) How easy is it to install this printer 
on my computer? Always ask the 
sales person who is helping you how 
the installation process is. Some 
printers can be more difficult than 
others and you can save yourself 
some hassle by asking. Most printers 
just come with a CD kit and you just 
have to walk through the process 
with a wizard, but make sure that is 
all you're getting yourself into. 
 
4.) How durable is the printer? De-
pending on what you're going to be 
printing with your new printer, you'll 
want to find out how much it can 
handle. If you're only going to be 
printing items every so often, a stan-
dard printer will be fine, but if you're 
going to be printing in high volume, 
you may need something a little 
more advanced. 
 
5.) Does the printer handle postscript 
language? If you're going to be print-
ing a lot of heavy graphics and so 
forth, make sure your printer sup-
ports the language. 
 
6.) How noisy is this printer? You 
should definitely ask the sales per-
son to do a quick test print for you so 
that you will be able to see exactly 

how your printer will act and also 
how it will sound. You don't want 
your printer to be so noisy that every 
time you print something, you can't 
even hear yourself think. 
 
7.) What type of warranty does the 
printer come with? Always check on 
this to keep yourself covered. 
 
8.) And finally, the most important 
question of all: How much does it 
cost? 
 
~ Erin 
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PowerPoint Tip 

New Release: Foxit Reader 2.3 
Submitted by  
Bruce Schneider 
 

AAAA    re you 
one of 

the many who use 
Foxit Reader? You 
know, the great 

little program that handles all of your 
PDF needs! If so, I have great news. 
On April 25, 2008 (just this past Fri-
day), the people over at Foxit re-
leased a brand new version of the 
popular PDF file viewer. That's right, 
Foxit Reader 2.3 was released and it 
is now available for download! And 
let me tell you, it comes jam packed 
with new features. 
 
Let's check it out! 
 
From what I can see, the list of new 
features is quite lengthy, so I'm just 
going to give you a sneak peek, but  

if you want to see the list in full,  
you can do so at :  h t tp : / /
www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/reader_2/
whatsnew23.htm. 
 
Okay, here are some of the new 
items you can find in Foxit Reader 
2.3: 
 
• a brand new bookmark design, 
• multi-tab browsing, multimedia 

player support, 
• a comment text tool, 
• rulers and guides, 
• a magnifier and even automatic 

scrolling. 
• Wow, is that a good looking list 

or what?! 
 
There are also several new en-
hanced features, including optimized 
rendering, search enhancement, bet-
ter annotation control and font infor-
mation. You can learn more about all 
of those on the Web site I gave you 

up above as well. If you haven't 
downloaded this new version yet, I 
have no idea what you're waiting for! 
It's too good to pass up, so to 
download   Foxit    Reader    2.3    for  
 
yourself, just go to:  http://
www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/reader_2/
down_reader.htm. 
 
Everything you need can be found 
right there. It's a quick install, so 
you'll be enjoying your new Foxit 
Reader in mere seconds. Get it  
today! 

Submitted by Terry Harvey 
 

DDDD    id you know that in MS 
PowerPoint, you can 

select several objects with just one 
click and drag of your mouse? 
 
By replacing the old "Shift + mouse 
click (repeated over and over on 
each individual object) routine," we 
have the lovely and wonderful one 
click and drag option instead! 
 
Most people are aware of this neat 
little trick on the desktop. You know, 
where you click on the desktop, 
*hold down the left mouse button 
and drag*. A dotted line rectangle is 
then drawn and everything in the 
rectangle is selected once you re-
lease the mouse button. 
 
Well, as I was working on a Power-
Point presentation the other day, I 
accidentally figured out that I didn't 
need to waste all that time holding 
down the Shift key and selecting 
each item individually. I had some-

thing like 30 separate text boxes and 
was frustrated with all the selecting. 
In my fit of frustration, I clicked and 
dragged a rectangle and much to my 
surprise, all of the objects in the rec-
tangle were instantly selected. Yeah! 
 
I tried this in Word and got nowhere, 
but for those of you who use Power-
Point with a lot of different objects, 
this is a huge timesaver! 
 
~ April 
 
P.S. - Just as a quick note here: I did 
find that you must have the object 
completely in the rectangle for this to 
work. If an object is only partially in 
the rectangle, it will not be selected. 
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WAUC 
Wisconsin All-computers User’s Club 
P.O. Box 340241 
Milwaukee, WI 53234-0241 

First Class 

 

WAUC’s Official 
Internet Provider 

In appreciation for the use  
of their conference room, 

please patronize Speedway 
gas station  

at 60th & Layton. 

BREW CITY GEEKS 

PLEASE  
CALL US TODAY 
JIM: 414-704-7439 
BRIAN: 414-313-3709 
Email: packfan4life@wi.rr.com 
Email: brian47@wi.rr.com  

Is your computer not performing 
the way you would like? 

WE CAN HELP 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Computer upgrades/service 
Custom built  PC s  
In home networks 
High speed Internet set-up  
Trade in your old computer 

*Home/End Key Fun* 
 
Do you ever find yourself scrolling through a huge 
folder? Well, if you need to get to the beginning or the 
end quickly, just press *Ctrl + Home*. If you want to get 
to the end, click *Ctrl + End*. 
 
This little trick works on more than just folders. If you 
use the *Home* key in a word processor, it goes to the 
beginning of the line you're currently working on. If you 
hit the* End* key, it should head to the end of the 
current line. If you pair *Home and End* up with the *Ctrl 
*key in a word processor, you will be whisked away to 
the beginning or end of the document. Again, this 
should work, but it depends on your word processing 
program. 


