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Our annual picnic will be held on the second  
Thursday, instead of the first Thursday in August.   

WAUC will provide brats and Italian sausages,  
buns, soda and paper products.   

Members are asked to bring a ready-to-serve  
dish to pass, nothing still in cans or bottles. 

 
Coming in September:  Detective Santiago  

will talk about Internet Crimes Against Children, 
Child predators and more. 
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 Subject:  WAUCtalk 
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NO SIGs FOR AUGUST: 
 Apple II/Apple II GS SIG 
 PC SIG 
 Question & Answer SIG 
 Internet SIG 
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 Investment Tracking SIG, 7:00 PM 
(Some of the above SIGs were  
cancelled because of a Harley event 
at Speedway) 

Wisconsin All-computer Users Club 
http://www.wauc.info 

      Please Note!      Please Note!      Please Note!      Please Note!    
DATE CHANGEDATE CHANGEDATE CHANGEDATE CHANGE    
 due to conflict  due to conflict  due to conflict  due to conflict     
  with church activities  with church activities  with church activities  with church activities    

Welcome  
New Members 

Richard Jamrose 
Glenn Schiefelbein 
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           Please remember to  

           include our WAUC  

user group numbers, when 

s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  

S m a r t C o m p u t i n g ,  

magazines: 

Smart Computing—11303 
CPU—488 
PC Today—218 

President’s Message 
TTTT    he years go 

b y  f a s t .  
Almost too fast. It 
was on August 24, 
1995, just 13 years 
ago, that Windows 
95 was introduced 
and now we have 

gone through Windows 95, 98, 2000, 
Millennium, XP and Vista.  Soon an-
other OS will be out.  It doesn’t seem 
that long ago that not many people 
owned computers. Computers today 
are like microwave ovens or cell 
phones. Try to find somebody that 
doesn’t have one.  Another sign of 

changing times is the stepping down 
of Bill Gates from his chief role at 
Microsoft. The man who envisioned 
“a computer on every desk and in 
every home” recently stepped down 
from his day-to-day role at the com-
pany he founded 33 years ago. The 
world’s richest college drop out ($53 

billion) is devoting more time to the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.   
Edison, Einstein, Gates, all pioneers 
in their field.  As time goes by, tech-
nology moves on.   
 
Don’t forget that the general meeting 
has been moved to the second 
Thursday in August.  This will be our 
annual picnic, so come on out and 
have a good time.  Thanks to every-
one who has volunteered to help out. 
Enjoy the summer and stay cool. 
 

Bruce Kosbab, President 

Board Meeting 
TTTT    he Executive 

Board met at 
Marcia's house, on 
Thursday, June 26, 
2008.  
 
Those present were 
Bruce Kosbab, 

Doris Regner, Marcia Zientek, Leo 
Hoffer, Marie Bellin, Tom Livermore 
and guests Ray Jamroze and Ginny 
Splinter. Terry Harvey and Tom 
Hermann were excused. 
 
We discussed the low attendance at 
the SIGs and have decided to cut the 
number down to one SIG a month 
this summer, called the Question and 
Answer SIG, where  one can ask any 
type of question of our experts.  We 

will be exploring ways to generate 
more interest in these meetings and 
we welcome our members ideas and 
suggestions. We can't ask Tom to be 
at all the SIGs when only one or two 
people show up, especially when 
those that do come are also other 
knowledgeable members who really 
don't need help.  Remember, we 
have the SIGs to help our members 
with their problems and questions. 
We also talked with Ray about run-
ning another Vista SIG as more and 
more members will be switching to 
the newer operating system in the 
future. 
 
Marcia, Marie, and Leo will be un-
able to attend the August picnic, so 
their jobs were assigned to other 
board members. Tom Livermore's 

wife has volunteered to cook the 
sausages for the picnic. Thank you 
Barbi! 
 
In response to Ray and Ginny's 
questions and suggestions  from the 
Membership Committee, Doris will 
have the club's directory and 500 
brochures ready for the August 
meeting.  She will also look up the 
template for our business cards. 
Having name tags for all meeting 
attendees was addressed and the 
board members were given theirs to 
bring to each meeting. 
  
The meeting ended with one of 
Marcia's delicious desserts. 

 
Doris Regner 

Address Changes 
 

If you are changing your email or 
home address, please note: 

 

Email address changes should be 
sent  to Terry Harvey at 

terryharvey@wi.rr.com and 
Tom Livermore at 

exyooper@gmail.com 
 

Home address changes should be 
sent  to Tom Hermann at 

singer@execpc.com 

We would like  

to wish  

Phil Walker and  

Bruce Schneider a 

speedy recovery 

from their recent 

hospital stays. 
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General Meeting 
PPPP    r e s i d e n t  

Bruce Kosbab 
welcomed forty-five 
members and one 
guest to our July 
10, 2008, meeting,.  
It was held on the 
second Thursday 

instead of the first which was just 
before the 4th of July. 
 
Treasurer Tom Hermann gave the 
Treasurer’s report. 
 
Announcements:  The indoor picnic 
will be next month.  It will be held 
the second Thursday, August 14th, 
because there is another function 
being held in the church hall.  There 
is a sign-up sheet to bring food 
items.  Cash donations are also ac-
cepted.  Bruce thanked Lucy Smith 
for heading the committee, who re-
quested help in the kitchen.  Help is 
also needed to set up and clean up. 
 
 Attendance at SIGs (Special Interest 
Groups) has been lagging; therefore 
we will have only the Question and 
Answer SIG in the summer, which 
will be the third Thursday.  The  
August SIG will be cancelled  
because of the Harley fest which is 
near Speedway.  Our meeting room 
will be used as a storage area for the 
fest.  The Investment SIG will  
continue as usual.  SIGs will be re-
evaluated in the fall, and will be  
designed according to need.   
 
APCUG (Association of Personal 
Computer User Groups) has a posi-
tion open on the Board of Directors.  
If you’re interested, Bruce has more 
information.  Bruce read a message 
from Holly Hopkins, last month’s pre-
senter from Smart Computing, who 
appreciated the opportunity of speak-
ing to us.  There were some positive 
comments from those attending the 
South Milwaukee Amateur Radio 
Club SWAPFEST.  This was about 

the 35th year that Bruce Schneider 
attended.  It is always held the  
Saturday following July 4th.   
 
Terry Harvey continues to improve.  
Come to the Ponderosa lunch on 
Wednesday and you’ll be able to see 
her. 
 
Membership/Market ing:  Ray  
Jamroze reported that the group has 
been meeting and assembling  
membership kits and looking over 
the survey sheets for more ideas.  
Notice of our meeting appeared in 
the Monday Business section of the 
Journal Sentinel. 
 
Problems/Questions:  Our presenter, 
James Lisowski, contributed answers 
t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s :  L e o  
installed WinFax Pro, a Symantec 
program, that has been giving him 
t r oub le .  He ’d  now l ik e  to  
remove, but can’t.  Go to the Syman-
tec site for help removing its pro-
grams.  Julia wanted to know how to 
make text size larger.  In the top 
menu, under view, select text size.  
Leo had a question for a friend who 
has Time Warner and wanted to 
know if she should have its anti virus 
program plus Norton’s.  Have only 
one virus program running, prefera-
bly the one with Time Warner.  A 
question was asked about being able 
to send a fax if you don’t have a tele-
phone line.  It’s not easy, but you 
could try voice over IP with an adap-
tor.  Another option would be to send 
Internet-based fax by sending a fax 
over the Internet to someone or a 
service that will send it for you.  Ron 
would like to share e-mail with others 
on Yahoo, but wants to eliminate the 
names that came with the mail he 
received.  In Internet Explorer mail, 
choose File> Save as> Single file 
archive which will save the mail as a 
file which can be passed on.  An-
other option is to have a web page 
editor to copy the message into and  
remove unwanted items.  Where 
does spam come from?  It comes 
from so many one-time sources that 
it’s impossible to trace.  Don’t reply, 
because you’ll encourage more 
spam.  It is totally out of control. 

If you didn’t get a WAUC Internet 
Bulletin, let Bruce know to be sure he 
has your correct e-mail address. 
CD of the Month:  Tom Livermore 
has a new CD this month for $5.00 
with web tools, utilities and security 
programs. 
 
Raffle:  Mary Jean Malaha said the 
raffle items were a CartSmart rolling 
shopping bag, a large sized bag with 
a handy carrying strap and 1 gig 
thumb drive. 

Presentation: 
 
James Lisowski of Milwaukee PC 
was our guest who took us down 
Memory Lane of the not-too-distant 
past.  The title of James’s talk was 
“What’s Coming, What Worked, and 
What Flopped”.  With a perspective 
on computer history, how can we 
predict what will happen?  While go-
ing through old computer magazines 
as he was cleaning his basement, 
James came across such treasures 
as Byte Magazine and Creative 
Computing.  James is a great fan of 
users groups and when there wasn’t 
a TSR User Group, he organized 
one.  James went through a litany of 
computers he formerly built and 
owned and had magazines reflecting 
the trends in computing.   Ten years 
ago PC Magazine advertised the 
“fastest processor ever” at 300 
megahertz.  To clarify that speed, 
300 megahertz is 3/10 of a gigahertz; 
the speed we are seeing today is 3 
gigahertz.  This 300 speed was really 
fast in its day when typical com-
puters were running at about 5 
megahertz.  In 1995 one file server 
computer had the ability for multiple 
people to network together.  For 
$6000 in 2000 you could get a “killer 
gaming rate” boasting an 800 mega-
hertz processor and 120 mg of RAM.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Firefox 3 Tip 

Hard drives have also seen growth 
from 1 gigabyte to 1 terabyte.  And 
with hard drives came backup drives.  
Back in 1996 you could even create 
your own CDs and in 1997 you could 
make your own DVDs with a kit cost-
ing $500 - $700. 
 
Back in 1998 we were being asked if 
we should upgrade to Windows 98 
from Windows 3.1 or Windows 95.  
About that time you’d be using 28.8 k 
dial-up modems to send a fax or  
connect to a bulletin board like 
BoardWAUC, ExecPC, AOL or 
Compuserv.  Progressing to higher 
speed, like 56k, wasn’t a great  
advantage because there wasn’t a 
lot of selection on-line and mostly 
text.  Prodigy, AOL, Compuserv and 
MSN made it possible for people with 
modems to send e-mail; previously it 
had been available to people within a 
corporation.  To find information one 
would go to a forum, like AOL, but 
only within that network.  And the 
cost of this service was $10 a month 
for 5 hours with incremental rates for 
more time.  It would cost less for  
off-peak time usage.  Compuserv 
also charged more if one exceeded 
more characters in their e-mails.  
These surcharges are appearing 
again in some services charging for 
excess downloading of music and 
movies, known as bandwidth  
capping. 
 
Another dramatic change is the  
ability to connect to the Internet from 
anywhere, instead of having to dial 
your local server; if you traveled, you 
might need to make a long distance 
call. 
 
With Windows 95’s wizards, it was 
easy to get on the Internet and be 
able to see graphics and got more 
people on the Internet.  Web  
addresses became so numerous it 
was impossible to list them all, which 
brought about the next phase of 
“search engines” like Yahoo and  
Lycos. 
 
What about flops?  Windows Active 
Desktop was something nobody 
used.  One program that people are 
unaware of is Net Meeting that is 
built into Windows and has Voice 

over IP, video conferencing, sharing 
files, voice boarding and text  
chatting.  But a program that became 
very popular is AOL Instant Messag-
ing.  When the stock market plunged 
a few years ago, the press predicted 
that the Internet was dead.  But that 
was a flop that didn’t happen. 
 
Broadband increased, cable lines 
became available and then DSL.  
Broadband is used by 90% of urban 
users.  Progression continues with 
fiber optic lines being installed which 
make speeds much faster than we 
now have.  These fiber optic connec-
tions are being used by universities 
and large corporations.  New terms 
that we’ll be seeing are grid or cloud 
computing replacing the Internet and 
live mesh which will have all of your 
data and files available on every 
electronic device you use.  Look also 
for software services where instead 
of buying a program you will  
subscribe to the program and get 
automatic updates on that program.  
Ultra low cost computers for about 
$100 are predicted in order to put 
computers in everyone’s hands. 

James posed some queries about 
what the future will bring as we  
compete with other countries and will 
our thirst for energy be supported by 
the supply.  James answered a num-
ber of questions on spam, viruses 
and worms.  James feels there is no 
100% protection, but he does advo-
cate careful practices. Julia installed 
a registry cleaner and was amazed 
at the number of invalid entries.  
James recommended not using reg-
istry cleaners because it causes 
more problems than it corrects. The 
registry is like a master file of set-
tings and even though you may de-
lete files, parts of the file are still 
there and may be listed as invalid 
entries, but they are harmless.  The 
registry cleaner may remove files 
that it thinks are not necessary but 

might cause your computer to be-
come useless when it is looking for 
those files.  Registry cleaners should 
be used as a last resort.  James 
urges caution when paying accounts 
on-line.  Be sure that you don’t  
indiscriminately make you accounts 
available.  Let your comfort level  
determine how much of your banking 
and automatic transfers you want to 
allow. 
 
James appreciated having a 
“mature” audience tonight and I think 
we all felt a lot older at the close of 
his presentation when we were wit-
nesses to the huge trends in comput-
ing that occurred within just ten and 
twelve years.  I’m sure all of us were 
fortunate to have been a part of 
these changes and hopefully will be 
able to witness the new trends that 
are on the horizon.  Thank you so 
much, James, for giving us this back-
ward and forward look into comput-
ing. 
 

Marcia Zientek, Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 

Submitted by Terry Harvey 
 
FIREFOX 3 TIP 
 

DDDD    on't install the new version 
over your old version. If you do 

that, you could end up losing all of 
your files and your extensions will 
probably not work. So, go ahead and 
uninstall the older version first. Then 
go and start the new install. Doing 
that ensures a clean install and a 
better working browser. You should 
also do a full back up of your files 
before you begin the install. That 
includes all your bookmarks, your log 
in information and anything else you 
think you're going to need. I know 
those are only a few suggestions, 
but that's pretty much all you need to 
do. If you take your time, you'll be 
able to enjoy Firefox 3 that much 
more! 
 
~ Erin 
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Question & Answer SIG 
TTTT    he 17th of July proved to be an 

excellent evening well spent 
where everyone learned a great deal 
about computers and their related 
component parts. We discussed dif-
ferent brands of printers and some of 
the problems which they create. Ep-
son R220 came up with a message 
saying that several parts are reach-
ing their life expectancy and service 
is required. Subsequently, the printer 
shut itself down with paper and 
printer red lights flashing.  Sugges-
tion was made to remove the printer 
container box and clean the contact 
points. Unfortunately, once the 
printer shuts down, you cannot move 
the print head box. This printer is 
less than two years old and out of 
manufacturer's warranty. It does 
have the Max Assurance warranty 
and it will be returned to Office Max 
for credit.  
 
Another problem with a Lexmark 
printer gave messages "low ink" 
warnings and when new replacement 
cartridge was installed, it continued 
to give the same message. Problem 
still being worked on. 
 
We discussed the refilling of ink car-
tridges. For the most part, it is not 
recommended but it's a personal 
thing. Some folks have had success 
with the refilling procedure. 
Registry cleaner software was dis-
cussed. Consensus showed that you 
don't need this type of software. It 

just adds extra steps in accessing 
the registry. 
 
Windows updates was mentioned. 
Some folks use the automatic feature 
while others do the updating manu-
ally after they select what they want 
to update by going to the Microsoft 
website.  
 
Firewalls were discussed.  We all 
agreed that you should have only 
one firewall selected for your  
computer. Again, it is a matter of 
choice depending on what software 
you are using. The one selected 
should screen incoming and outgo-
ing messages for complete security.  
 
Add and Delete in the Control Panel 
was discussed. Some programs do 
not comply with this setting no matter 
how many times you try to delete 
software. It was suggested that you 
can download a program from Micro-
soft called Microsoft Clean Up Utility 
to "clean up" any fragmentation of 
the software left behind. It is not 
known if it can be used on software 
other than Microsoft. So it's a trial 
and error thing! 
 
We discussed printed labels for CDs 
and DVDs. Some printers have the 
capability to print directly on the sur-
face of the disk without the need for 
paper labels. These are special 
disks, i.e., white inkjet printable, etc. 
A nice feature, if you like to label 
your disks. Some samples were 

passed among us to get a look at the 
finished product.  
 
We discussed search engines like 
Google and Yahoo, and web brows-
ers  like Mozilla Firefox, and Flock. 
All are very friendly to use and again, 
it's your personal choice. 
We ran out of time while discussing 
hard drive properties and how you 
can speed up the access time by 
unchecking quick indexing if you  
desire.  

The Disk of The Month usually has 
an excellent number of programs 
which are very useful to all of us. It is 
recommended to buy one at the 
main meeting. Tom Livermore does 
an uncanny job of finding items and 
compiling the disks for all members 
to purchase and review.  
 
See you next time at the Q&A SIG in 
September.  
 

Submitted by Ray Jamroze 

MMC Progress Report 
AAAA    t our meeting on the 11th of 

July, we discovered some-
thing very valuable. It appears that 
many of the actions we are consider-
ing have already (for the most part) 
been done by those members who 
preceded us. (see Mission of the 
Marketing/Membership Committee). 
It is remarkable when doing research 
to discover that several members in 
the past had presented ideas to 
benefit WAUC's growth and stability. 
One of the most important items for 

consideration is the fact that we have 
many wonderful opportunities to  
enhance our current operations. 
What we need is for all members to 
consider helping out with some of the 
chores related to running a computer 
club by volunteering your time and 
talent and "jump in" when you are 
asked to do so. WAUC has been in 
business since the late '80s. We are 
all proud to be a part of this club and 
we will continue our efforts to review 
and pursue all suggestions which 
could be beneficial to WAUC.  

Obviously, you don't have this kind of 
success without endorsing help from 
proud members.  In the near future, 
we will be looking for volunteers to 
help out in several areas. We will 
continue to keep you informed.  
 

Julia, Al, Ginny and Ray  
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Mission of Marketing/Membership Committee 

WWWW    hen the desire to increase 
membership arose, the 

Marketing/Membership Committee 
was started.  One of the first actions 
was to discover what causes people 
to join a club and what causes them 
to stay. 
 
The committee discovered that there 
were several things in place already 
that contribute to club membership.  
Some of these are:   
• a brochure that tells the purpose 

of the club and the procedure to 
join  

• a monthly newsletter 
• a database of members 
• a website of the organization 
• meeting notices 
• some social events 

• each meeting has a topic or a 
speaker, announced ahead of 
time 

• questions can be asked 
• time limits are observed 
• humor and fun (door prizes) are in 

the spirit of the meeting 
• prospective members come in 

free at first 
• people are greeted at the door 
• monthly CD, raffles, and swaps/

sales are incentives 
 
These things may appear to be obvi-
ous.  Try imagining the club without 
each of the above ideas in operation 
and you will see that they are neither 
small nor unimportant. 
 
With these activities and attitudes in 
place, the committee asked two 
questions.  What new things can be 

done to increase membership?  How 
can some of the present activities be 
improved?  It is the mission of this 
committee to answer these questions 
and move them to action. 
 

Julia, Al, Ginny and Ray 

Investment Tracking SIG 
TTTT    he WAUC 

In v es tm en t 
SIG met again on 
June 23rd, 2008, 
and was attended  
by only three 
WAUC members: 
Richard Durand, 

Rex Neilson, and Dale Voit. Bruce 
Schneider, the founder of our SIG, 
had recently checked into St Luke's 
Hospital, and we were very con-
cerned about him. But the show must 
go on.  

For this small group, we didn't need 
the projector, so we just booted  
up the laptop and connected to  
the Internet. Dale had just found  
an exciting, new investment website 
h e  w a n t e d  t o  s h o w  u s : 
www.stockscores.com. This site has 
many of the features commonly 

found on investment websites such 
as: free periodic investment emails, 
symbol lookup, user watch lists, and 
paid memberships for the use of  
advanced research features. Its 
unique feature is the scoring of 
stocks with numeric values for the 
current day, the Signal stock score, 
and a value for the past few months, 
the Sentiment stock score. We tried 
entering some stock symbols to see 
what results looked like. Scores are 
for Signal / and then Sentiment. 
Dale's stock Metavante didn't have a 
score for some reason. General 
Electric was 78/63. IBM was 34/26. 
British Petroleum was 55/43. We 
also entered Bruce's stock, Associ-
ated Bank, and it was 34/37. Besides 
the stock scores, this 
site has charts, tech-
nical indicator scores, 
and scan programs to 
look for the best scor-
ing stocks.  
 
We ended the SIG 
after an hour or so, 
and then two of us, 
Dale and Richard, 
met at St. Luke's to 
visit Bruce Schneider. 

Bruce was in a room on the tenth 
floor of the central tower and had a 
beautiful view of the south side of the 
city. The staff is taking good care of 
him and came in to check on him a 
couple times while we were there. 
He doesn't know how long he'll be 
there but he's getting a little better. 
Besides finding out about Bruce's 
medical condition, we had a nice dis-
cussion with him about the current 
market. After an hour, we left Bruce 
and got some custard across the 
street at Leon's before going home. 
Until next time, remember, buy low 
and sell high. 
 

Richard Durand 
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Office 2008 for Mac 
Submitted by Ginny Splinter 
 

IIII    n order for Mac users with earlier 
versions of Office to read the new 

Office Ribbon format files in 2007 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint, you 
need to get the new Office 2008 for 
Mac. The downloadable Microsoft 
conversion program for earlier  
versions of Office works only for  
Windows users. 
 
Office 2008 for Macs has the new 
open XML or Ribbon file formats for 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. In  
Office Mac, Entourage is similar to 
Windows Office Outlook with the  
professional functions for email and 
time management. There's no  
Microsoft Access database applica-
t ion for  the Mac, although  

Filemaker's upcoming release of 
Bento may offer Mac users a new 
choice. 
 
There are 3 versions: 
 
1.  Office 2008 for Mac - Home and 
Student Edition 
This includes Word, Excel, Power-
Point, and Entourage. 
 
2.  Office 2008 for Mac 
This includes Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Entourage, Microsoft Server 
Exchange Support, and Automator 
Actions for Workflows in Microsoft 
Office. It is orientated for the profes-
sional user. 
 
3.  Office 2008 for Mac - Special  
Media Edition 

This includes Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Entourage, Microsoft Server 
Exchange Support, Automator  
Actions for Workflows in Microsoft 
Office, and the new Microsoft  
Expression Media. This is orientated 
for professional media-savvy Mac 
users. 
 
For more details, go to http://
www.microsoft.com/mac/products/
Office2008/shop-now.mspx 

Forwarding E-mails Safely 
Submitted by Terry Harvey 

 

WWWW    h e n  i t 
comes to 

e-mailing, you may 
not realize how 
much personal in-
formation is shared 
between you and 

others. This is especially true when 
you're forwarding e-mails. People 
you don't even know may have ac-
cess to your e-mail address and vice 
versa. If someone slacks just a little, 
problems with e-mail spam could hit 
you before you can even blink your 
eyes. 
 

So, you may be wondering how this 
information gets out to other people. 
Well, when you forward an e-mail 
you received from someone else, 
their e-mail address is still contained 
in the e-mail. You didn't think of that, 
did you? And when your friend sends 
it to 10 of their friends, your e-mail 
address remains in the e-mail and it 
is distributed to those people (and 
probably more) in no time at all. As 
long as the e-mail continues to be 
forwarded, your e-mail address is at 
risk. 
 
The best thing to do to keep ad-
dresses safe is clean up every e-mail  
before you send it off. You want to 
share the e-mail with other people, 
not the e-mail addresses already in 
it, so it's best to remove all the exist-
ing e-mail addresses from the for-
warding message. I know some for-
wards are rather long, but take some 
time to browse through it and delete 
any e-mail addresses you see. The 
person getting the e-mail only needs 
to see your address and their own. 
 
You can then inform your friends and 
family members to do the same thing  

when they forward e-mails. They 
might want to send the one you sent 
them to another person, so make 
sure they know to remove your ad-
dress before sending it off. This will 
prevent your e-mail address from 
being spread out to everyone, even 
strangers! Sounds like a good idea, 
doesn't it?! 
 
Of course, there may be a few times 
you need to keep certain things in an 
e-mail, such as an important discus-
sion between you and a few other 
friends. If that is an ongoing e-mail, it 
makes no sense to delete the ad-
dresses each time. Usually when you 
do something like that, you know 
everyone involved, so it's generally 
safe, but always be careful in other 
situations. You can also clean up 
your forwards by removing all the 
carets (>>>) that appear. 
 
Practicing all of these procedures will 
help to keep you and all your for-
warding friends extra safe in the wide 
world of e-mail. Now, go read those 
funny forwards and share them with 
everyone you know: the safe way! 
~ Erin 
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Interested in Linux? 
For Anybody Who Has Thought 
About Trying Linux 
 
By Drew Kwashnak,  
Linux SIG Leader, Danbury Area Computer 
Society, CT 
www.dacs.org 
dacseditor(at)dacs.org 
 
Obtained from APCUG with the author's per-
mission for publication by APCUG member 
groups. 

 
For anybody who has thought about 
trying Linux, it has become easier 
than ever before with Ubuntu 8.04 
LTS Hardy Heron. As with most 
Linux distributions, Ubuntu is avail-
able as a free download and is freely 
distributable. It is even available al-
ready installed on Dell computers. 
The most common method is 
downloading the ISO image from 
Ubuntu's website (http://www.ubuntu. 
com) and burning it onto a CD. 
 
From the site, you can download the 
Desktop version or Server for 32-bit 
and 64-bit systems. There is even an 
option to download what is called an 
alternative version which is just the 
installer and does not include the 
LiveCD portion, which also includes 
an installer. If you are like me, until a 
couple months ago, and living on 
dial-up or you do not have a CD 
burner handy or just don't want to put 
in that much effort then you can or-
der a free CD through the corporate 
sponsor of Ubuntu, Canonical, ShipIt 
department. I have been very 
pleased with the speed with which 
their CDs arrive. Alternatively, the 
website contains links to vendors 
where you can buy the CDs from 
under $5 to more, and they can han-
dle large orders as well.  
 
Once you have your CD in your hot 
little hands, trying Ubuntu is as sim-
ple as placing it in your CD-ROM tray 
and rebooting your system. If system 
will boot from the CD and after a 
short moment you’ll be greeted with 
the Ubuntu welcome screen. If you 
want to “try before you buy,” then 

you can choose the default “Try Ub-
untu without any changes to your 
computer” and your hard drive will 
not be touched during your session 
unless you choose to. You don’t 
even need a hard drive to select this 
option; you just will not be able to 
install it from the session. 
 
If you are more certain or just daring 
then you can go straight into the in-
staller and in about 60 minutes (45 
minutes if you know what Different 
Strokes For Anybody Who Has 
Thought About Trying Linux by Drew 
Kwashnak you are doing) you’re 
booting to your new Ubuntu installa-
tion. 
 
Ubuntu will scan your hardware and 
load the modules and drivers neces-
sary for your system. If you have 
hardware that has proprietary drivers 
available, Linux cannot include them 
in the CD for legal reasons. Ubuntu 
works around this by providing a Re-
stricted Drivers tool that lists all such 
hardware found on your system and 
provides the ability to download and 
install the necessary drivers in a click 
or two, legally.  
 
Now that you have Ubuntu up and 
running on your system, what can 
you do? Plenty! Ubuntu brings you a 
fullfeatured operating system com-
plete with: Firefox 3.05 beta web 
browser OpenOffice.org 2.4 full fea-
tured office suite compatible with 
pre-Office 2007 Word, Excel, Power-
Point and some Access files. Evolu-
tion personal information manager 

for email and calendar goodness, a 
Microsoft Outlook user can feel com-
fortable with. There is even plug-ins 
to allow Evolution to access existing 
Microsoft Exchange servers. Pidgin 
multi-protocol instant messenger in-
cluding Yahoo, MSN, AIM, Jabber, 
IRC and more. Gimp (GNU Image 
Manipulation Program), a powerful 
Photoshop-like image editing pro-
gram that includes filters, layers and 
a host of goodies.  F-Spot image 
manager for categorizing and minor 
editing of all of your pictures as well 
as easily importing pictures from 
your digital camera. And much, 
MUCH more… 
 
If Ubuntu doesn’t come with a par-
ticular application, thousands of free 
applications are available from the 
Ubuntu online repository which are 
easily installed and updated from the 
Synaptic package manager.  
 
When you decide to install Ubuntu 
onto your hard drive or virtual ma-
chine you only need to click the 
“Install” icon on the desktop to start 
the process. After seven or so easy 
questions the installer will copy the 
files over to the hard disk. Depending 
on your system’s speed this could 
take about 60 minutes, more or less. 
It will even detect if you have Win-
dows installed and offer to transfer 
over your files and compatible set-
tings from your Windows accounts! 
 
Of course, if the limitations of the 
LiveCD, such as settings are not 
saved from session to session, and 
you are hesitant to partition and in-
stall the full operating system on your 
hard drive Ubuntu offers yet another 
alternative called Wubi. Wubi is, from 
the Ubuntu website: “Wubi is an offi-
cially supported Ubuntu installer for 
Windows users that can bring you to 
the Linux world with a single click. 
Wubi allows you to install and 
uninstall Ubuntu as any other Win-
dows application, in a simple and 
safe way.  
 
Are you curious about Linux and Ub-
untu? Trying them out has never 

(Continued on page 9) 
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been easier! ” Wubi can be 
downloaded as an .exe file directly. 
With Linux the installation is not the 
end, only the beginning! Whether 
you try the LiveCD, Wubi or a full 
installation you will find a wealth of 
quality applications, refreshing free-
dom and a community unlike any 
other! If you have problems, ques-
tions or want to find out more then 
you need look no further than the 
third Wednesday of every month for 
the DACS Linux SIG at 7:30 p.m. in 
the DACS Resource Center! 
 
Drew Kwashnak: Has been losing 
more nights of sleep with Linux since 
2002 and just can't keep from 
downloading and trying the latest 
versions! When not working with 
Linux he works with ASP.NET and 
Microsoft SQL Server for a small fi-
nancial company. He is also the 
DACS Linux SIG leader and a father 
of 3. 

 
Links: 
Ubuntu:   http://www.ubuntu.com 
Get Ubuntu: 
http://www.ubuntu.com/getubuntu 
ShipIt:  https://shipit.ubuntu.com/ 
 
This article has been provided to APCUG by 
the author solely for publication by APCUG 
member groups. All other uses require the 
permission of the author (see e-mail address 
above). 

(Continued from page 8) 

W AUCtalk  is a monthly 
publication of the Wisconsin All-
computer Users Club.  WAUC is 
a computer club dedicated to 
promoting and instructing the use 
of  computers to W AUC 

members.  Membership in WAUC is $25 per year 
($12.50 if applying after June 1).  WAUCtalk is mailed 
to all WAUC members. 
 
Contributions to WAUCtalk are always welcome.  
Please submit articles and computer artwork before the 
15th of the month preceding the issue date, except 
where otherwise noted.  Free advertising is available to 
WAUC members.  We are not responsible for 
omissions or errors. 

 

WAUC Officers 
President:  Bruce Kosbab 771-6086 
 bkosbab@milwpc.com  
Vice President:  Doris Regner 545-3897 
 deereg3@gmail.com  
Treasurer:  Thomas Hermann 258-1521 
 singer@execpc.com  
Secretary 1: Terry Harvey 262-971-0999 
 terry-harvey@bigfoot.com  
Secretary 2:  Marcia Zientek 529-1722 
 marciaz@milwpc.com 
Member-at-Large:  Marie Bellin 353-9062 
 marie.bellin@gmail.com 
Program Chairman: Leo Hoffer 421-9955 
 nilerej5075@wi.rr.com 
 

WAUC Staff 
Editor: Marie Bellin 353-9062 
Proof reader: Terry Harvey 262-971-0999 
Backup: Chris Gardner 344-9126 
 moosegardner@juno.com 
Webmaster:  John Hirsh 963-8640 
 jhirsh@wi.rr.com 

 

Libraries 
Apple II: Sister Samuel 645-5337 
 ssamuel65@yahoo.com 
Macintosh:  Doris Regner 545-3897 
 deereg3@gmail.com 
PC:  Bruce Kosbab 771-6086 
 bkosbab@milwpc.com 
CD:  Tom Livermore 604-0516 
 exyooper@gmail.com 

WAUCtalk 
Credits 

Marie Bellin, Editor 

A WAUC Through Time... 
WAUC Logos 
 

The original WAUC logo represented the 
Wisconsin Apple Users Club, “Wisconsin’s 
Oldest Apple Users Group”.  This logo 
remained until the Apple II computers started 
to fade into history. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In May of 1996 WAUC briefly changed it’s 
logo and became simply WAUC – “A Club 
for All Computer Users” .  Members  were 
now buying PCs and wanted the club to 
reflect the change.  
 
 

 
In November of 1996 WAUC became known as 
the current “Wisconsin All-computer User’s Club”. 
The running computer logo first appeared in the 
October 1997 issue of WAUCtalk. 
 
 
      
  -Submitted by Bruce Kosbab 
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WAUC 
Wisconsin All-computers User’s Club 
P.O. Box 340241 
Milwaukee, WI 53234-0241 

First Class 
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of their conference room, 
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at 60th & Layton. 
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