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Dan Baar and  
Jeff Christopherson  

will be showing us what’s 
new in HP printers, PCs, 

laptops and PDAs. 
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Just a reminder it is time to 
consider running for a seat 

on the WAUC Board of 
Directors.  The board 

positions are President, 
Vice-President, General 

Meeting Secretary, 
Executive Board Secretary, 

Member at Large, Treasurer 
and Program Chairman.   

October at a Glance 

WAUC 
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President’s Message 

“HHHH    i, I’m 
B r u c e 

and I’m a PC”.  
Huh?  Perhaps you 
have seen the PC 
commercials with 
Bill Gates and Jerry 

Seinfeld and wondered what are they 
talking about? First there was the 
commercial with Bill gates buying 
shoes in a clown shoe store and then 
the one with Jerry and Bill having 
dinner with your average family.  I 
guess it was about Windows as the 
Windows logo appears at the end of 

each commercial, however, Windows 
is never mentioned.  Finally the latest 
commercial with lots of people say-
ing they are a PC and stating what 
they do for a living was shown. What 
is all this leading up to?  I really don’t 
know.  Perhaps it is to counteract all 
the “I’m a Mac and I’m a PC” ads.  
Perhaps it is to show that PCs are for 
the common man.  Perhaps it is try-
ing to get past the Vista operating 
system which many seem to  
dislike. It won’t be long before the 
holiday shopping season is here and 
many people looking to purchase a 
computer will have to decide.  Per-

haps the big question will no longer 
be “Boxers or briefs?”, but “Mac or 
PC?”   

WAUC elections are coming soon. 
Perhaps you will consider running for 
a position on the Board.  I won’t be at 
the October general meeting, but 
hope to see you in November.  
Happy Halloween! 
 

Bruce Kosbab, President 

Board Meeting 

TTTT    hose pre-
sent at the 

August 28, 2008 
Executive Board 
Meeting included 
Bruce Kosbab, 
Dor is  Regner , 

Marcia Zientek, Terry Harvey, Tom 
Hermann, Marie Bellin, Leo Hoffer, 
Tom Livermore and John Hirsh.  Ray 
Jamroze dropped in for a minute and 
Ginny Splinter stayed for the first 
hour.  The meeting was held at the 
home of Marcia Zientek. 
 
First on the agenda was the survey 
the Membership and Marketing Com-
mittee compiled.  Ginny also had a 
sample of the “New Member Packet” 
for the board’s review.  Everyone 
was in agreement that the committee 
was doing a great job. 
 

The Chicago Computer Society 
along with APCUG is putting on a 
computer conference in Chicago in 
September.  Ginny and John were 
familiar with the agenda for the one 
day of the conference we previously 
talked about.  There had been talk 
that if it looked interesting, WAUC 
might arrange for transportation to 
the conference.  After viewing the 
Saturday presenters we were all in 
agreement that there didn’t seem to 
be anything of interest.  Bruce will 
announce the convention at the  
September meeting for those that 
might be interested. 
 
The topic of sending WAUCtalk out 
electronically was again reviewed.  
Although some members have 
shown interest in receiving their 
newsletter electronically, we don’t 
have an avenue for that at the  
present time. 
 

Doris and Tom Livermore will start 
working on the 2009 calendar. 
Doris was complimented on the nice 
job she did with the WAUC Member 
Directory.  This is the first time we’ve 
had pictures included. 

We discussed the WAUC Annual 
Picnic and everyone was pleased 
with the endeavor. 
 

Elections will be held in November.  
We will need an Election Committee 
and all members are encouraged to 
run for an office. 
 

Terry L. Harvey 

We wish  

Robbie Ziolkowski  

a speedy recovery.  

He is recuperating 

from heart surgery 

 

Get Well Soon! 

Address Changes 
If you are changing your email or 

home address, please note: 
Email address changes should be 

sent to Terry Harvey at 
terryharvey@wi.rr.com and 

Tom Livermore at 
exyooper@gmail.com 

Home address changes should be 
sent to Tom Hermann at 

singer@execpc.com 
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General Meeting 

TTTT    he rain 
kept the 

attendance a little 
lower than usual 
when President 
Bruce  Kosbab  
welcomed forty-six 
members and one 

guest to the September 4, 2008, 
general meeting. 
 
Tom Hermann gave the Treasurer’s 
Report. 
 
Announcements:  2008 Directories 
are available.  If you are not able to 
come to the meeting, ask someone 
to pick one up for you. 
 
Thank you to Arlene Logan for her 
generous contribution towards our 
picnic.  The picnic was a successful 
event and Bruce thanked everyone 
for their contributions in set-up, 
clean-up and food.  Please offer  
suggestions for improvement to any 
Board member.  Think about what 
you’d like to see different at the Holi-
day Party, which will be coming up 
sooner than we realize. 

The SIGs have been pared down by 
eliminating the PC SIG on the first 
Wednesday of the month.   A SIG 
devoted to Microsoft Office programs 
will begin in October.  Doris will start 
with Word, followed by Excel and 
Publisher, not necessarily in that or-
der. 
 
There doesn’t seem to be enough 
interest in the Midwest Computer 
Conference to be held in September.  
It appears that no one will be attend-
ing. 
 
Think about serving as a Board  
officer.  Bruce corrected the titles of 
the Secretaries.  Instead of Secretary 

1 and Secretary 2, it is Executive 
Board Secretary and General  
Meeting Secretary.  You have until 
November to decide. 
 
MMC (Membership Marketing 
Committee).  Ray reported that the 
membership flyer has been updated 
and ready for distribution.  Take 
some and leave them where you 
think people might be interested in 
joining WAUC.  Ray thanked fellow 
members Ginny, Julia and Al for their  
assistance.  A help desk is being 
proposed that Ginny explained would 
consist of someone from MMB being 
available at meetings to assure that 
members are receiving all the  
benefits that WAUC provides, i.e., 
Bulletin, WAUCtalk, listserv. 

Linux Install:  If you are interested 
in having Linux installed on your  
system, but are afraid to tackle the 
job, Linux installer Bill Gierach tells 
us that there is help starting on  
September 13th at MCTS, 1942 N. 
17th St.  Call Bill if you need more 
information. 
 
For Sale:  Ray had a large assort-
ment of DVDs, CDs and other items 
for sale at reasonable prices. 
 
CD of the Month:  Tom gave us the 
listing of what he had on the Septem-
ber CD of the Month.  Google’s new 
browser Chrome was on the CD, but 
Tom was able to get only the partial 
version.  You need to get online to 
download the complete program. 
 
Raffle:  Leo told us the raffle items 
included an electric flag, a Lexmark 
printer that prints borderless cards, 
Print Shop 21, and The Great Ameri-
can Cookbook. 
 
Questions/Problems:  Leo had a 
new computer with Vista and doesn’t 
know how to use it.  He wanted to 

know if he could install Netscape 7.1 
so he could use his bookmarks and 
addresses.  Terry said not to bother 
with Netscape, but use Thunderbird 
and Firefox which will copy all of your 
bookmarks and addresses.  Julia 
wanted to know if a phishing filter 
was the same as Spybot or 
Adaware.  Bill said there are some 
differences; a phishing filter will de-
tect if the source in the e-mail is 
questionable. Spybot and Adaware 
look for things that are already in-
stalled on your computer.  Richard 
wanted to know if there will be any 
PDA SIGs in the future.  There will 
be one in October.  Someone 
wanted to know if anyone has used 
Chrome.  Tom said he’s used it for a 
very short while.  One feature he 
liked is the use of tabs; if your 
browser crashes the tab you are on 
stays open.  You can also stay 
anonymous; it doesn’t record where 
you are or your history.  Terry  
suggested looking at Chrome at the 
Q & A SIG, which we’ll do.  Leo had 
another question about his computer.  
It came with a trial version of Micro-
soft Office 2007; he wanted to know 
if he could still install Office 2003.  
Yes, he can, and it’s safe to remove 
all the trial programs.  Leo also didn’t 
know how to make a start-up disk.  
Ginny said that the hard drive is  
partitioned with the start-up as one 
partition.  Bill cautioned that if your 
hard drive crashes, you don’t have a 
start-up.  Leo ended by thanking Len 
Levine who stepped in at the last 
minute to give a presentation tonight 
when the scheduled presenter had a 
conflict.  Hopefully, the presenter will 
be able to come at another time. 
 
Awards:  Bruce awarded sweat 
shirts to the following people for  
special services they do for WAUC: 
 
Myron Tubbs is always so helpful, 
especially doing clean-up at parties. 
 
Jeannie Hoss for helping Doris set 
up door prizes at every meeting. 
 
Ron Toro for staying after meetings, 
making sure the room is clean. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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           Please remember to  

           include our WAUC  

user group numbers, when 

s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  

S m a r t C o m p u t i n g ,  

magazines: 

Smart Computing—11303 

CPU—488 

PC Today—218 

Presentation 
 
Len Levine is a regular January  
presenter and when the need arises, 
like tonight, graciously came forward 
to give this presentation. 
 
With the advent of digital TV, and the 
age of their present set, the Levines 
decided to invest in a 40” Toshiba 
digital TV, especially after Marilyn 
liked seeing the baseball scores on 
the digital screen when they were in 
Arizona.  He then bought a converter 
box for his regular analog TV. 
 
Len began with the concept of the 
image frame.  The NTSC (National 
Television System Committee) stan-
dard of 648 lines and 486 pixels per 
line and its counterpart in Europe 
PAL (Phase Alternating Line) 720 
lines and 486 pixels per line is being 
replaced by the digital standard of 
720 lines and 1280 pixels per line 
and the 1080 standard which is 1080 
lines with 1920 pixels per line which 
are the new high-definition stan-
dards. 
 
The analog format that we are famil-
iar with transmits an entire picture 
and a 30th of a second later transmits 
another entire picture.  It was de-
signed before there were computers 
and there is no way to modify it 
slightly.  The entire system needs 
revamping.  The new digital format 
was to be implemented in 1996, but 
because of delays will now be imple-
mented in February, 2009.  The gov-
ernment has invested a great deal of 
money into converter boxes which 
make it possible for people with con-
ventional TVs not to have to buy a 
new TV. 

With the digital format, an entire pic-
ture is transmitted to the screen 

about once a second, towards the 
end of the second a copy of the pic-
ture is sent to the computer in the 
converter and only changes in the 
picture are transmitted.  This is much 
more efficient than transmitting entire 
pictures.  It is possible to broadcast 8 
pictures in the same data space that 
used to broadcast 1.  Now TV sta-
tions with an 8 MHz band width will 
be able to broadcast 8 television 
shows and will have gigantic im-
provements in quality. 
 
The trigger for this change was  
September 11, 2001, because the 
TV spectrum just dominates the 
world of transmission and it’s got the 
frequencies that penetrate walls, es-
pecially for fire and police.  Digital 
systems are also more resistant to 
collisions with other data.  In analog 
TV when a signal bounces off a wall 
it results in ghosting.  In a digital sig-
nal, which is 1s and 0s, you would 
get weak bounces off a wall, the  
logical 1 and logical 0 are much 
stronger than the ghost and the  
system ignores the ghost. 
 
A super pixel is a little block which is 
16 pixels by 16 pixels.  When a  
picture is transmitted followed by 
another, most of the information is 
the same, such as the sky or back-
ground and any changes would be 
minimal.  If there are greater 
changes like hand movement, the 
computer detects the change and 
refreshes the area of activity.  Len 
showed us examples of errors in 
digital data where the super pixels 
were displayed before they were cor-
rected.  He also had a handout on 
how to get a converter box if you are 
using regular TV.  By going to 
www.antennaweb.org and entering 
your address you will get a number 
of stations available to your antenna; 
by clicking on View Street Level Map 
you will see the pinpoint of your 
house with the address you entered 
and the distribution of stations within 
your area and how to position your 
antenna.   Len had pictures of how to 
connect your converter box and also 
a picture of the remote, which has 
one notable difference than regular 
remotes: it has a decimal point for 
some channels that require it.  In-
structions come with the remote on 

how to use the converter box remote 
to control both the TV and the  
converter box; it is imperative to get 
familiar with the remote and all it is 
capable of controlling.  Len was 
really impressed with the Information 
button on the converter remote.  
Clicking it once gives the general 
information of the particular channel, 
clicking it again gives the program 
schedule for that channel for the next 
24 hours. Clicking the navigation bar 
will give information of what is on a 
particular show.  Len compared the 
information he gets from the con-
verter box with what he gets from the 
built-in digital system on his Toshiba 
and found the Toshiba’s to be not as 
good.  Instead of seeing programs 
for 24 hours, he is only able to see 
the program that comes next.  He 
advises when buying a new TV to 
check to see how the information 
system works.  Len wanted to cau-
tion anyone with a converter box that 
it’s advisable to turn it off occasion-
ally, but not to unplug it.  If you un-
plug it the box loses information in 
RAM; by turning it off the information 
gets saved. 
 
There was a wealth of information 
squeezed into this presentation.  I’m 
sure, come February when TV goes 
digital, people will have a lot more 
questions.  Len gave us a great  
preview of what’s in store. 
 

Marcia Zientek, Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Apple II/II GS SIG 

NNNN    ow that 
s u m m e r 

has ended, the 
WAUC Apple II 
SIG met again on 
September 9th, 
2008, as planned.  

Attending were WAUC members 
Richard Durand, Pat Nye, Dick 
Reinhard, and Sister Samuel. Our 
other regular WAUC attendee, Julian 
Golubski, was busy that day with a 
medical procedure at St. Joe’s and 
we are all pleased that he got 
through it all right. Pat brought a car-
tridge for an ImageWriter printer to 
be refreshed. Sister Sam took it 
apart, used good old WD-40, and put 
it back together. Pat will take it home 
and try it and we’ll find out next time 
if this helped.  
 
For most of the SIG we were busy 
trying out Apple II software which 
Dick Reinhard and Sister Sam  
acquired from long-time WAUC Ap-
ple II user Doris Regner. Dick started 
with a program called “Chuck 
Yeager’s Advanced Flight Training.” 
For this game the screen shows an 

airplane instrument panel and a 
cockpit view of the horizon and an 
airport hanger and runway. We were 
able to fly around using the Apple II 
joystick but we were not able to ac-
cess any menu options. After this, 
Dick tried a role-playing game set in 
ancient Japan called “Deathlord”. It 
had two disks and after putting in the 
first disk the screen message kept 
telling us to put in the second disk no 
matter how many times we had al-
ready done so. Next up, Sister Sam 
tried several program disks from 
Doris: “Katie’s Clock”, “My Little Sto-
rybook”, and “Tetris”. We couldn’t get 
any of them to boot. Sister had heard 
that disks can lose their data after a 
number of years, and these disks are 
from the eighties. 

So far everything we tried was on a  
5 ¼” disk and we now tried a 3 ½” 
disk, a WAUC Disk of the Month 
from June, 1998, produced by Jim 
Gustavsen. We tried two of the pro-
grams on the disk, “Calendar,” self-
described, and “Anteris”, a game of 
clicking the mouse to shoot falling 
blocks, very colorful and with good 
sound effects. Sister Sam observed 
that it was like “Space Invaders,” 
only worse. Before we left, Sister 
Sam demonstrated how to create 
bold printing in “Appleworks”. The 
beginning and the end of the  
selected words to be bolded are 
marked with the command, “Control” 
“B”. Sister Sam created a short file 
with bolding and then ran it to the 
printer and sure enough, it worked. 
Sister showed us another handy 
“Appleworks” tip which is the key-
board combination Open Apple and 
“?” to get an on-screen list of short-
cuts. That was it for the SIG and we 
were all glad to get back together 
again with our first computer. Apple II 
Forever!! 
 

Submitted by Richard Durand 

MMC Progress Report 

OOOO    ur next meeting is scheduled 
for Friday, September 26, 

2008 at 3:00PM at Andrea's Restau-
rant, 76th and Oklahoma Ave. Our 
agenda will include the Board ap-
proved items for this committee, and 
prioritize other items such as a new 
survey, flyer distribution list, mem-
bership services, etc.   

We are happy to announce that the 
revised flyer application was ap-
proved, printed, folded and set up for 
distribution. We would like to express 
our appreciation to the WAUC Board 
for their efforts in producing this most 
important document in our attempt to 

gain new members and retain pre-
sent members. Copies were brought 
to the September 4th meeting where 
they were displayed on the officers' 
table.  
 

Al, Julia, Ginny, Ray  
Submitted by Leo Hoffer  
 

TTTT    his is for both novice and  
expert users. Unbeknownst to 

many, the print screen key will take a 
full snapshot of your screen that you 
can paste as an image into many pro-
grams like Photoshop and Word. 
Sometimes you don't want the whole 

screen, but just the 
current window. No 
problem! Hold ALT 
and tap the Print 
Screen key. It will 
take a snapshot of 
just the foreground 
window! 

What Does the 

“Print Screen” 

Key Do? 
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Internet SIG 

TTTT    he main 
topic for the 

Internet SIG this 
September  11, 
2008, was Chrome.  
Tom Livermore 
demonstrated many 

of the features of Google’s new 
browser, Chrome.  (Microsoft’s 
browser is Internet Explorer.  There 
are many others.)  As you open web-
sites, new thumbnails will appear on 
your home page.  The bookmarks 
are on the top right: they import from 
IE and/or Firefox easily.  You can 
import bookmarks and other settings 
with a click. 
 
If you type a URL into the address 
box, you will go to that site. When 
you type a word into the address 
box, the search results will appear 
below.  By right clicking on a link in 
your search results, you can easily 
open it in a new tab.  Can Chrome 
track your activity?  Check on the 
incognito option box on the top right 
of the page and you can prevent 
cookies and history from being avail-
able to others who use your  
machine; it is a privacy guard.  It is 
not necessary if you are the only one 
using the machine.  Going incognito  
will not prevent websites from  
collecting or sharing information 
about you or Internet service provid-
ers or employers from tracking the 
pages you visit. 
 
There is a bookmarks bar on the 
home page as well as recently-
accessed web pages.  You can read-
ily search the history of web-pages 
and downloads.  There is an option 
to save passwords, to have a 
download partition, to change fonts 
and languages.  There is an under-
the-hood option to block pop-ups or 
to get notice as to whether you want 
a specific pop-up blocked.  You can 
check phishing and malware protec-
tion also. 
 
In using the tabs at the top of 
Chrome, you can open another 
browser by clicking on the plus sign.  
Tabs can be rearranged by dragging 

them to a different location.  If the 
webpage crashes, the browser will 
stay on.  There are several Chromes 
running. 
 
Chrome is still in beta; the indication 
is that the version number starts with 
zero.  But then, Gmail is still in beta 
and may be forever.  (Beta indicates 
not-the-finally-accepted-version.)  
Still, Tom recommends Chrome. 

Chrome is free.  So are other brows-
ers.  Have you tried Refdesk lately?  
Opera is a full-featured browser that 
you pay for.  Nostalgia used to be 
paid for. 
 
Besides seeing Chrome,  members 
asked questions about Firefox.  Fire-
fox has some plug-ins.  One is Auto-
fill, that, with one touch, will fill in any 
forms on the web that call for name, 
address, phone, e-mail address.  
Another is a Google mailbox add-on 
that shows an open box when there 
is mail and will connect to Gmail with 
one click.  Firefox also has a good 
ad-block built-in. 
 
There is a way to send a page: right-
click on the middle of the page and 
“Send to” will appear.  This proce-
dure does not work on every page, 
but it is worth knowing about.  Look 
for add-ons in the corners of the 
page.  There is a list  of Google add-
ons, including a list of pictures that 
you can call up quickly.  We saw 
“flowers.”  Be sure to browse add-
ons and see all the recommended 
add-ons.  It may take a few seconds 
to update all the add-ons, but they 
are worth having.  There is a “Print 
web page” add-on in Firefox. 
 
Note about Firefox: At the date of 
this meeting, it was necessary to use 
Firefox 2 not 3 to send photos to 
Walgreens.  You can uninstall 3 and 
install 2 to get to Walgreens photo 
service.  After uninstalling 3, go to 
Firefox Support home page.  Find 
the language and the version at the 

bottom of the page.  Then download 
it and install it. 
 
Here’s a way to speed up a machine.  
Click on the Windows key + E to 
bring up Explorer.  Right-click on the 
C drive.  Click Properties and turn off 
(uncheck) the Index service at the 
bottom of the General dialogue box.  
Indexing makes notes of every web-
page you open and even auto-
refreshes pages and adds them in.  If 
your drive is partitioned, you can 
close index service on each drive. 
 
Hoax note:  If you receive an e-mail 
with no date, it is a hoax.  Watch out 
for a statement that it was checked 
on Snopes.  These e-mails have 
been going around for years. 
 
If you get a notice that your computer 
may be at risk, make sure that your 
firewall is on.  If the shield at the 
base of the Windows page is red, the 
firewall is not on.  Check the Win-
dows Security Center in Control 
Panel to see whether your firewall is 
on. 
 
When Spybot says “Skip, ignore or 
abort,” will “abort” abort the scan?  
Yes, it appears it will abort the pro-
gram. 
 
There was some discussion of email 
programs, like Thunderbird.  Gmail is 
good and Tom recommends Incredi-
mail for bringing mail in without com-
plications.  With Incredimail you can 
add graphics easily.  YPOPs, still in 
beta and unstable was mentioned.  
They are looking for comments. 
 
Another type of question was fielded.  
Terry had received a picture from 
Tom with a kind of feathered edge 
and asked how the edge was done.  
The simple answer was that Gimp 
will do that.  Tom didn’t use Gimp. 
The way he did it was to put a mask 
on the picture and painted out the 
transparent parts of the mask.  The 
edge was adjusted with Photoshop. 
 

Submitted by Julia Rice 
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Cool Photoshop Tricks! 

Hide Your Tracks! 

Question & Answer SIG 

SSSS    eptember 11, 2008, was a 
beautiful night, when a 

group of us gathered at Speedway in 
the back room to hear questions and 
answers.  A couple of questions from 
the Internet SIG came up for expan-
sion.  For example: 
 
Dick’s question:  What about turning 
off “indexing”? Here’s a way to speed 
up a machine.  Click on the Windows 
key + E to bring up Explorer.  Right-
click on the C drive.  Click Properties 
and turn off (uncheck) the Index  
service at the bottom of the General 
dialogue box.  Indexing makes notes 
of every webpage you open and 
even auto-refreshes pages and adds 
them in.  If your drive is partitioned, 
you can close index service on each 
drive. 
 
When should you turn off indexing?  
If you find or search the same web-
pages frequently, you may want the 
indexing on.  Having it turned off 
works well when you search for 
many webpages for a one-time visit.  
(Note: Sometimes Search will even 
find a word in saved e-mails.) 
 
Norton Antivirus now has a Removal 
Tool that you can download and acti-
vate from your desktop.  This is more 
efficient than using the delete key or 
going through the steps of removal 
that were found on the Symantec 
website. 
 
Ray brought up the issue of the  
forwarded message that do not have 
the >>> signs of forwarding.  First of 
all, to delete the addresses of the 
previous receivers of the message, 
copy the message into Word.  Delete 
the addressees.  While you have the 
message, go into Edit, than Replace.  
In the top box put a >.  In the replace 
with box, leave a blank or type a 
space.  Once the message is clean, 
copy it and paste it as a new e-mail 
message. 
 
Ray has not been able to delete  
Media Player 11, because he gets a 
message that it is part of the operat-
ing system.  Bill suggested googling 

the topic.  On Microsoft Help and 
Support, three methods were given.  
Ray had not tried those.  There are 
also other personal suggestions that 
came up on the Google search. 
 
There was a discussion about 
whether to install all the updates that 
are offered to various programs; e.g. 
Service Pack 3 for Vista.  Since we 
cannot know what new bugs we are 
downloading, it is difficult to decide 
whether to update each time. 
 
Other members suggested, besides 
the Intervideo WinDVD 7 that Ray 
uses, good media players are Real 
Player and Winamp 5.3.3. 
 
Does anyone have an iGoogle page? 
was the next question, from Terry.  
We saw the way the homepage can 
look with boxes for the chosen  
elements.  There was a disagree-
ment as to whether DrudgeNews is 
more accurate than CNN. 
 
This week it appears that Walgreens 
has updated their program and will 
accept photos through Firefox 3.  
See the Internet SIG.   
 
Ray has a Facebook account and 
praised the speed with which he can 
communicate with friends by way of 
it. 
 
Is this for all times?  Office Depot 
has a 4-gig flash drive at $19.95, 
that, with 3 empty cartridges, you 
can get for $11.95.   For other  
bargains, see Cyberguys.com.  But 
by knowing how, you can get free 
shipping from Buy.com.  Ray found a 
storage box for multiple flash drives 
in his Cyberguys catalog. 
 
Several methods of backing up large 
quantities of music were discussed.  
Saving it on the Internet can get ex-
pensive.  A DVD will hold 4.7GB.  
The number of hours is not always 
the same.  MP3 files are smaller.  
Other backup methods were men-
tioned.  An external hard drive can 
be used to backup a drive.  So can a 
USB drive or a SATA drive.  We saw 
a holder on the Internet for the inside 

of a desktop, into which you can slip 
a drive and then replace it with an-
other drive.  Ghost and Nero are 
other backup programs.  Outlook can 
archive files.   
 
For entertainment and to arouse fits 
of jealousy, Bill showed us the flash 
card (an SD card?) from his phone: it 
looked like a black slip of paper ½ 
inch by ¾ inch.  He can keep music 
and photos on it. 
 
Terry complained that Roadrunner 
has eliminated all newsgroups from 
subscription.  Why?  “Administrative 
decisions are not subject to logic.”  
 
The variety of questions and an-
swers was great, but you can come 
to the SIG and make it even greater. 
 

Submitted by Julia Rice 

Submitted by Leo Hoffer 
 

WWWW    hen using the marquee tool to 
draw shapes, draw the shape 

but keep holding the mouse button. 
Now hold the spacebar and you'll be 
able to drag the shape. Release the 
spacebar and pick up where you left 
off! Another trick: Put your mouse 
over any setting box with a numerical 
value (font size, feathering, etc.). Now 
hold CTRL and drag the mouse left or 
right to change the number! 

Submitted by  
Leo Hoffer 
 

NNNN    ormally files 
deleted in 

Windows are not 
actually deleted from 
the hard drive - they 

are moved to the recycle bin. If you 
share a PC and don't want others to 
restore your documents or other pri-
vate files from the recycle bin, hold 
shift key before you hit delete and the 
file will be erased completely. 
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Kill The Cable Box: Get Free TV 
By Melinda Fulmer 
h t t p : / / a r t i c l e s . 
m o ne yc en t r a l .ms n .c om /
c o m m o n / c o n t r i b u t o r s . 
aspx#Fulmer 

 

SSSS    tep One: 
Turn on your 

computer—The following article con-
tains 28 links. Get access to these 
l i n k s  a t :  h t t p : / /
a r t i c l e s . m o n e y c e n t r a l . m s n . 
com/SavingandDebt/SaveMoney/
KillTheCableBoxGetFreeTV.aspx 
 
Illegal downloads are often more 
trouble than they're worth, but there 
are legitimate outlets for streaming 
free shows. 
 
Opening a hefty cable or satellite-
dish bill each month can make you 
feel like a sucker, especially if much 
of what you watch can be had for 
free. 
 
The average cable bill was $98.75 at 
the end of 2007, according to market 
research firm SNL Kagan. That has 
given many strapped consumers  
incentive to pull the plug. 
 
How can you watch your favorite 
television shows and movies without 
paying a dime? 
 
Here's our guide to the best online 
and offline ways to get your enter-
tainment fix. TV without paying for it - 
 
*Rabbit ears: *If you're the old-
fashioned type, you can put out an 
antenna and get your local television 
channels for free on your old analog 
set. 
 
When the transition to digital televi-
sion happens in February, however, 
you'll also need a digital converter 
box to get the signal. You can re-
ceive free coupons for these boxes 
h t t p s : / / w w w . d t v 2 0 0 9 . g o v /
ApplyCoupon.aspx courtesy of Uncle 
Sam. 
 
But this works only for local program-
ming. If you want Bravo's "Top Chef 
http://tv.msn.com/tv/series/top-chef/," 

for example, or if you want shows 
from weeks or months past, you're 
going to have to look on the Web. 
 
   - MSN TV: Full episodes of your 
favorite shows http://tv.msn.com/tv/
browse/  
   - MSN Tech & Gadgets: The best 
TV on the Web http://tech.msn.com/
n e w s / a r t i c l e p c w . a s p x ? c p -
documentid=8992648 
   - Is free stuff on the Net really free?
http://articles.moneycentral.msn. 
c o m / S a v i n g a n d D e b t /
C o n s u m e r A c t i o n G u i d e /
IsFreeStuffOnTheNetReallyFree. 
aspx 
   - Smart Spending blog: If it's free, 
i t ' s  f o r  m e  h t t p : / / b l o g s . 
m o n e y c e n t r a l . m s n . c o m /
smartspending/?fpn=if%20it%20s%
20free%20it%20s%20for%20me%
20gratis%20goodies%20online  
   - Is the Internet finally killing TV? 
h t t p : / / a r t i c l e s . m o n e y c e n t r a l . 
m s n . c o m / I n v e s t i n g / E x t r a /
IsInternetFinallyKillingTV.aspx 
 
*Turn your computer into a TV:* Your 
computer is a gold mine for television 
shows past and present. You can 
stream or download episodes from 
many sites and watch them on your 
computer. If you don't want to sit at 
your desk, you can transfer the 
shows to your bigger television 
screen by plugging in audio and 
video cables, using an HDMI con-
nector or using a wireless media 
player. More on that here: 
 
   - How to watch TV on a  
computer  http://tech.msn.com/
howto/article.aspx?cp-documentid= 
8789425 
 
   - Stream shows from your PC to 
your TV  http://tech.msn.com/howto/
articlepcw.aspx?cp-documentid= 
6485950 
 
You can stream your favorite  
CBS http://www.cbs.com/video/, 
ABC http://www.abc.go.com/player/?
lid=ABCCOMGlobalMenu&lpos=FEP 
NBC http://www.nbc.com/ and  
Fox http://www.fox.com/ shows in 
their entirety at the networks' Web 

sites. These networks have found 
that making episodes available 
online doesn't diminish their broad-
cast audiences, says Kurt Scherf, a 
technology analyst with Parks & As-
sociates. 
 
Therefore, most are of good video 
quality. But they do contain ads, and 
the number of episodes you can 
watch varies widely from three of 
CBS'  hi t  show "CSI http : / /
tv.msn.com/tv/ser ies/cs i-cr ime-
scene-investigation/" to what ap-
pears to be a full season of NBC's 
"30 Rock http://tv.msn.com/tv/
series/30-rock/." 
 
Hulu http://www.hulu.com/, a joint 
venture of NBC Universal and News 
Corp., allows you to stream current 
shows from NBC and Fox the day 
after they air and provides content 
past and present from 50 other  
providers, such as Sony Pictures 
Television and Warner Bros. So it's 
your choice: "The Office http://
tv.msn.com/tv/series/the-office.5/" or 
"Fantasy Island http://tv.msn.com/tv/
series/fantasy-island.1/." And you 
have the option of watching in high 
resolution, unlike at some other sites. 
 
You can watch shows from many  
of these networks on MSN TV  
h t t p : / / t v .m sn .c om / t v /b rows e /?
ipp=200&tvbt=3,  AOL ht tp: / /
www.television.aol.com/ and other 
portals. Joost http://www.joost.com/, 
TidalTV http://beta.tidaltv.com/ and 
Veoh http://www.veoh.com/ are also 
good places to watch television from 
years past, as well as a handful of 
episodes from current shows. If you 
like to watch National Geographic  
or Discovery Channel programs,  
you can check out Miro http://
www.getmiro.com/, which offers 
thousands of options, mostly from 
independent content providers and 
with excellent video quality. 
 
One nice thing about watching net-
work shows online is that you can 
watch an entire season's worth of 
episodes at a time (if you want) or 
catch episodes you missed from sea-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Submitted by Terry Harvey 
 

*Will That Work?* 
 

“IIII     think I have a virus on 
my computer and I can't 

seem to get rid of it. If I were to for-
mat or even erase my hard drive, 
would that remove the virus?" Hmm, 
pretty intense! As you can see, this is 
a basic "Will that work?" type of 
question. 
 
The short answer to this question is 
a simple yes. If a virus is infecting 
your computer, you can format your 
hard drive (or even erase it if you 
want to take it that far) to remove it 
for good. Doing that is just like start-
ing over, so it's definitely an option if 
you've already run out of other 
choices. On the other hand, there is 
a "but" that comes along with that 
 
While the format process will take 
care of the virus, you have to be 
careful when you're putting every-
thing back on to your computer. For 
example, if any one of the programs, 
files, etc. you put back on your com-
puter contain a part of that virus, it 
will go right back on your PC as if 
nothing changed. That includes any 
backups you did, any media drives 
you may use and so on. That virus 
could be stored anywhere, so you 
really have to pay attention when 
you're reloading your computer. 
Make sure you put your virus scan 
programs back on first and run them 
continuously until you have every-
thing installed again. Take your time 
and be patient. Otherwise, that virus 
will be back in action in no time and 
that's just not acceptable! 
 
~ Erin 

I Have a Virus 

sons past. Most of the sites seem to 
have a full-screen option. 
 
The downside of watching a stream-
ing show, especially if you are using 
a wireless connection, is that there's 
the occasional freeze or hitch and the 
audio and video can get out of sync. 
Joost and Miro also require 
downloads of their media players. 
 
And, of course, you have good old 
YouTube http://www.youtube.com/ 
a n d  D a i l y  M o t i o n  h t t p : / /
www.dailymotion.com/us for getting 
the occasional television episode and 
short video, should sitcoms start to 
bore you. 
 
*TV on the black market: *If you don't 
want to bother with streaming epi-
sodes in real time, you can look for 
torrent files of your favorite shows on 
file-sharing sites and use free BitTor-
rent software such as Tomato Torrent 
h t t p : / / w w w . d o w n l o a d . c o m / 
Tom ato-To r ren t /3000-2179_4-
1 0 6 5 3 1 3 1 . h t m l ? t a g = l s t -
5&cdlPid=10653130 to download 
these files. 
 
The upside is that viewers can get 
entire seasons at a time and burn 
them onto DVDs. Of course, this par-
ticular method is called piracy, and 
it's illegal. But because enforcement 
of federal piracy law has focused 
more on sites offering the pirated ma-
terial than on the people using them, 
many people take their chances on 
sites like The Pirate Bay, a Swedish-
run Website made notorious after 
police raided its offices and seized its 
servers in 2006. 
 

Submitted by Bruce Schneider 

(Continued from page 8) 
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publication of the Wisconsin All-
computer Users Club.  WAUC is 
a computer club dedicated to 
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